	MINUTE NUMBERS 712



Minutes of Meeting of the Council
Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 1 March 2005 starting at 7.00pm

Present:

Councillor C Warkman (Chairman)

Councillors:

 
In attendance:  Chief Executive, Director of Finance, Director of Development Services, Director of Community Services, Director of Legal Services, Organisation and Member Development Manager. 

700

PRAYERS

The Director of Legal Services opened the meeting with prayers. 

701

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors J Alcock, D Berryman, I Brown, D Eccleston, J N Flitcroft, J McGowan, C Sterry and A Yearing.

702

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no items of public participation. 

703

Council MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 14 December 2004 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

704

MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayoral communications were received and noted.

705

CONSULTATION WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF NON-DOMESTIC 



RATEPAYERS 

Consideration was given to the written report of the Director of Finance referring to a meeting which had taken place with representatives of non-domestic ratepayers on the Council's budget proposals.  The meeting had been attended by Mr Atherton of Whalley Chamber of Trade.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

706

BUDGET 2005/2006

Consideration was given to the written report of the Director of Finance concerning the budget for 2005/2006 and the setting of the different amounts of Council Tax for different parts of the Parish area where special items applied (Parish Precepts).

Enclosed with the report was the budget summary for the financial year 2005/2006 which contained details of revenue and capital requirements.  The budget proposals as contained in the report were moved by Councillor C Holtom and seconded by Councillor S Hirst.

RESOLVED:
That the Council

1.
approve the following submitted by the Policy and Finance Committee and included in the summary budget book:

a)
the revised revenue estimates for 2004/2005 and the revenue estimates for 2005/2006.

b)
the revised capital programme for 2004/2005 and the capital programme for 2005/2006 to 2009/2010;

2.
approve the prudential indicators and borrowing limits as set out in Annex 1; and

3.
note that the Director of Finance has determined the following amounts for 2005/2006, in accordance with regulations made under Section 33(5) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992:

a)
21,914 being the amount calculated by the Council, in accordance with Regulation 3 of the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 2003, as its Council Tax base for the year.

b)
part of the Council's area:

	Aighton, Bailey & Chaigley
	434

	Balderstone
	199

	Bashall Eaves, Great Mitton & Little Mitton
	184

	Billington & Langho
	2,074

	Bolton by Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley
	470

	Bowland Forest (High)
	59

	Bowland Forest (Low)
	85

	Bowland with Leagram
	70

	Chatburn
	392

	Chipping
	467

	Clayton le Dale
	517

	Clitheroe
	5,084

	Dinckley
	37

	Downham
	55

	Dutton
	102

	Gisburn
	210

	Grindleton
	342

	Horton
	42

	Hothersall
	73

	Longridge
	2,688

	Mearley
	7

	Mellor
	982

	Newsholme
	19

	Newton
	139

	Osbaldeston
	101

	Paythorne
	43

	Pendleton
	104

	Ramsgreave
	284

	Read
	562

	Ribchester
	622

	Rimington & Middop
	221

	Sabden
	520

	Salesbury
	178

	Simonstone
	507

	Slaidburn & Easington
	147

	Thornley with Wheatley
	157

	Twiston
	35

	Waddington
	426

	West Bradford
	347

	Whalley 
	1,419

	Wilpshire
	1,005

	Wiswell
	461

	Worston
	44

	
	21,914



being the amounts calculated by the Council, in accordance with Regulation 6 of the regulations, as the amounts of its council tax base for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one or more special items relate.

4.
Calculate the following amounts for 2005/06, in accordance with Sections 32 to 36 of the Local Government and Finance Act 1992:

	a)
	
£25,055,273
	Being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set out in Section 32(2) (a) to (e) of the Act;



	b)
	
£19,079,808
	Being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set out in Section 32(3) (a) to (c) of the Act;



	c)
	
£5,975,465
	Being the amount by which the aggregate at 6.3(a) above exceeds the aggregate at 6.3(b) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 32(4) of the Act as its budget requirement for the year;



	d)
	
£3,021,536
	Being the aggregate of the sums which the Council estimates will be payable for the year into its general fund in respect of redistributed non domestic rates and revenue support grant and increased by the amount which the Council estimates will be transferred in the year from its collection fund to its general fund pursuant to the collection fund directions under Sections 97(3) (council tax surplus) and Section 98(4) of the Local Government Finance Act 1988 (community charge surplus);



	e)
	
£134.80
	Being the amount at 6.3(c) above less the amount at 6.3(d) above all divided by the amount at 6.2(a) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 33(1) of the Act as the basic amount of council tax for the year;



	f)
	
£294,993
	Being the aggregate amount of all special items referred to in Section 34(1) of the Act;



	g)
	
£121.34
	Being the amount at 6.3(e) above less the result given by dividing the amount at 6.3(f) above by the amount at 6.2(a) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 34(2) of the Act as the basic amount of its council tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which no special item relates;


h)
Parts of the Council's area:

	
	Band D

£

	Aighton, Bailey & Chaigley
	129.40

	Balderstone
	127.37

	Bashall Eaves, Great Mitton & Little Mitton
	126.86

	Billington & Langho
	134.19

	Bolton by Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley
	126.66

	Bowland Forest Higher
	146.76

	Bowland Forest Lower
	135.46

	Bowland with Leagram
	129.91

	Chatburn
	144.64

	Chipping
	131.40

	Clayton le Dale
	125.21

	Clitheroe
	137.27

	Dutton
	134.09

	Gisburn
	133.24

	Grindleton
	139.47

	Hothersall
	130.93

	Longridge
	133.19

	Mellor
	137.63

	Newton
	129.97

	Osbaldeston
	128.77

	Pendleton
	129.99

	Ramsgreave
	127.33

	Read
	132.02

	Ribchester
	131.31

	Rimington & Middop
	130.39

	Sabden
	146.92

	Salesbury
	130.33

	Simonstone
	134.16

	Slaidburn & Easington
	131.54

	Thornley with Wheatley
	134.08

	Waddington
	144.81

	West Bradford
	134.88

	Whalley 
	138.60

	Wilpshire
	135.27

	Wiswell
	131.32



being the amounts given by adding to the amount at 6.3(g) above the amounts of the special item relating to dwellings in those parts of the Council's area mentioned above, divided in each case by the amount in 6.2(b) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 34(3) of the Act as the basic amount of its council tax for dwellings in those parts of its area to which the special item relates;

i)
Part of the Council's area:

	
	VALUATION BANDS

	
	A

£
	B

£
	C

£
	D

£
	E

£
	F

£
	G

£
	H

£

	Aighton, Bailey & Chaigley
	86.26
	100.65
	115.02
	129.40
	158.15
	186.91
	215.66
	258.80

	Balderstone
	84.91
	99.07
	113.22
	127.37
	155.67
	183.98
	212.28
	254.74

	Bashall Eaves, Great Mitton & Little Mitton
	84.57
	98.67
	112.77
	126.86
	155.05
	183.24
	211.43
	253.72

	Billington & Langho
	89.46
	104.37
	119.28
	134.19
	164.01
	193.83
	223.65
	268.38

	Bolton-by-Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley
	84.44
	98.52
	112.59
	126.66
	154.80
	182.95
	211.10
	253.32

	Bowland Forest Higher
	97.84
	114.15
	130.46
	146.76
	179.37
	211.99
	244.60
	293.52

	Bowland Forest Lower
	90.30
	105.36
	120.41
	135.46
	165.56
	195.67
	225.76
	270.92

	Bowland with Leagram
	86.60
	101.05
	115.48
	129.91
	158.77
	187.65
	216.51
	259.82

	Chatburn
	96.42
	112.50
	128.57
	144.64
	176.78
	208.93
	241.06
	289.28

	Chipping
	87.60
	102.20
	116.80
	131.40
	160.60
	189.80
	219.00
	262.80

	Clayton-le-Dale
	83.47
	97.39
	111.30
	125.21
	153.03
	180.86
	208.68
	250.42

	Clitheroe
	91.51
	106.77
	122.02
	137.27
	167.77
	198.28
	228.78
	274.54

	Dutton
	89.39
	104.30
	119.19
	134.09
	163.88
	193.69
	223.48
	268.18

	Gisburn
	88.82
	103.64
	118.44
	133.24
	162.84
	192.46
	222.06
	266.48

	Grindleton
	92.98
	108.48
	123.98
	139.47
	170.46
	201.46
	232.45
	278.94

	Hothersall
	87.28
	101.84
	116.38
	130.93
	160.02
	189.12
	218.21
	261.86

	Longridge
	88.79
	103.60
	118.39
	133.19
	162.78
	192.39
	221.98
	266.38

	Mellor
	91.75
	107.05
	122.34
	137.63
	168.21
	198.80
	229.38
	275.26

	Newton
	86.64
	101.09
	115.53
	129.97
	158.85
	187.74
	216.61
	259.94

	Osbaldeston
	85.84
	100.16
	114.46
	128.77
	157.38
	186.00
	214.61
	257.54

	Pendleton
	86.66
	101.11
	115.55
	129.99
	158.87
	187.76
	216.65
	259.98

	Ramsgreave
	84.88
	99.04
	113.18
	127.33
	155.62
	183.92
	212.21
	254.66

	Read
	88.01
	102.69
	117.35
	132.02
	161.35
	190.70
	220.03
	264.04

	Ribchester
	87.54
	102.13
	116.72
	131.31
	160.49
	189.67
	218.85
	262.62

	Rimington & Middop
	86.92
	101.42
	115.90
	130.39
	159.36
	188.34
	217.31
	260.78

	Sabden
	97.94
	114.28
	130.60
	146.92
	179.56
	212.22
	244.86
	293.84

	Salesbury
	86.88
	101.37
	115.85
	130.33
	159.29
	188.26
	217.21
	260.66

	Simonstone
	89.44
	104.35
	119.26
	134.16
	163.97
	193.79
	223.60
	268.32

	Slaidburn & Easington
	87.69
	102.31
	116.93
	131.54
	160.77
	190.00
	219.23
	263.08

	Thornley with Wheatley
	89.38
	104.29
	119.18
	134.08
	163.87
	193.67
	223.46
	268.16

	Waddington
	96.54
	112.63
	128.72
	144.81
	176.99
	209.17
	241.35
	289.62

	West Bradford
	89.92
	104.91
	119.90
	134.88
	164.85
	194.83
	224.80
	269.76

	Whalley 
	92.40
	107.80
	123.20
	138.60
	169.40
	200.20
	231.00
	277.20

	Wilpshire
	90.18
	105.21
	120.24
	135.27
	165.33
	195.39
	225.45
	270.54

	Wiswell
	87.54
	102.14
	116.73
	131.32
	160.50
	189.69
	218.86
	262.64

	All other parts of the Council's area
	80.89
	94.38
	107.86
	121.34
	148.30
	175.27
	202.23
	242.68



being the amounts given by multiplying the amounts at 6.3(g) and 6.3(h) by the number which, in proportion set out in Section 5(1) of the Act, is applicable to dwellings listed in a particular valuation band divided by the number which in that proportion is applicable to dwellings listed in valuation band D, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 36(1) of the Act, as the amounts to be taken into account for the year in respect of categories of dwellings listed in different valuation bands.

5.
Note, that for 2005/06 Lancashire County Council has stated the following amounts in precepts issued to the Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, for each of the categories of dwellings shown below.

	Valuation Bands

	A

£
	B

£
	C

£
	D

£
	E

£
	F

£
	G

£
	H

£

	633.53
	739.11
	844.70
	950.29
	1,161.47
	1,372.64
	1,583.82
	1,900.58


6.
Note, that for 2005/06 Lancashire Police Authority has stated the following amounts in precepts issued to the Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, for each of the categories of dwellings shown below.

	Valuation Bands

	A

£
	B

£
	C

£
	D

£
	E

£
	F

£
	G

£
	H

£

	71.81
	83.78
	95.75
	107.72
	131.66
	155.60
	179.53
	215.44


7.
Note, that for 2005/06 Lancashire Combined Fire Authority has stated the following amounts in precepts issued to the Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, for each of the categories of dwellings shown below.

	Valuation Bands

	A

£
	B

£
	C

£
	D

£
	E

£
	F

£
	G

£
	H

£

	34.73
	40.52
	46.31
	52.10
	63.68
	75.26
	86.83
	104.20


8.
Having calculated the aggregate in each case of the amounts at 6.3(i), 6.4 and 6.5 above, the Council, in accordance with Section 30(2) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the following amounts as the amounts of council tax for 2005/06 for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:

	
	VALUATION BANDS

	
	A

£
	B

£
	C

£
	D

£
	E

£
	F

£
	G

£
	H

£

	Aighton, Bailey & Chaigley
	826.33
	964.06
	1,101.78
	1,239.51
	1,514.96
	1,790.41
	2,065.84
	2,479.02

	Balderstone
	824.98
	962.48
	1,099.98
	1,237.48
	1,512.48
	1,787.48
	2,062.46
	2,474.96

	Bashall Eaves, Great Mitton & Little Mitton
	824.64
	962.08
	1,099.53
	1,236.97
	1,511.86
	1,786.74
	2,061.61
	2,473.94

	Billington & Langho
	829.53
	967.78
	1,106.04
	1,244.30
	1,520.82
	1,797.33
	2,073.83
	2,488.60

	Bolton-by-Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley
	824.51
	961.93
	1,099.35
	1,236.77
	1,511.61
	1,786.45
	2,061.28
	2,473.54

	Bowland Forest Higher
	837.91
	977.56
	1,117.22
	1,256.87
	1,536.18
	1,815.49
	2,094.78
	2,513.74

	Bowland Forest Lower
	830.37
	968.77
	1,107.17
	1,245.57
	1,522.37
	1,799.17
	2,075.94
	2,491.14

	Bowland with Leagram
	826.67
	964.46
	1,102.24
	1,240.02
	1,515.58
	1,791.15
	2,066.69
	2,480.04

	Chatburn
	836.49
	975.91
	1,115.33
	1,254.75
	1,533.59
	1,812.43
	2,091.24
	2,509.50

	Chipping
	827.67
	965.61
	1,103.56
	1,241.51
	1,517.41
	1,793.30
	2,069.18
	2,483.02

	Clayton-le-Dale
	823.54
	960.80
	1,098.06
	1,235.32
	1,509.84
	1,784.36
	2,058.86
	2,470.64

	Clitheroe
	831.58
	970.18
	1,108.78
	1,247.38
	1,524.58
	1,801.78
	2,078.96
	2,494.76

	Dutton
	829.46
	967.71
	1,105.95
	1,244.20
	1,520.69
	1,797.19
	2,073.66
	2,488.40

	Gisburn
	828.89
	967.05
	1,105.20
	1,243.35
	1,519.65
	1,795.96
	2,072.24
	2,486.70

	Grindleton
	833.05
	971.89
	1,110.74
	1,249.58
	1,527.27
	1,804.96
	2,082.63
	2,499.16

	Hothersall
	827.35
	965.25
	1,103.14
	1,241.04
	1,516.83
	1,792.62
	2,068.39
	2,482.08

	Longridge
	828.86
	967.01
	1,105.15
	1,243.30
	1,519.59
	1,795.89
	2,072.16
	2,486.60

	Mellor
	831.82
	970.46
	1,109.10
	1,247.74
	1,525.02
	1,802.30
	2,079.56
	2,495.48

	Newton
	826.71
	964.50
	1,102.29
	1,240.08
	1,515.66
	1,791.24
	2,066.79
	2,480.16

	Osbaldeston
	825.91
	963.57
	1,101.22
	1,238.88
	1,514.19
	1,789.50
	2,064.79
	2,477.76

	Pendleton
	826.73
	964.52
	1,102.31
	1,240.10
	1,515.68
	1,791.26
	2,066.83
	2,480.20

	Ramsgreave
	824.95
	962.45
	1,099.94
	1,237.44
	1,512.43
	1,787.42
	2,062.39
	2,474.88

	Read
	828.08
	966.10
	1,104.11
	1,242.13
	1,518.16
	1,794.20
	2,070.21
	2,484.26

	Ribchester
	827.61
	965.54
	1,103.48
	1,241.42
	1,517.30
	1,793.17
	2,069.03
	2,482.84

	Rimington & Middop
	826.99
	964.83
	1,102.66
	1,240.50
	1,516.17
	1,791.84
	2,067.49
	2,481.00

	Sabden
	838.01
	977.69
	1,117.36
	1,257.03
	1,536.37
	1,815.72
	2,095.04
	2,514.06

	Salesbury
	826.95
	964.78
	1,102.61
	1,240.44
	1,516.10
	1,791.76
	2,067.39
	2,480.88

	Simonstone
	829.51
	967.76
	1,106.02
	1,244.27
	1,520.78
	1,797.29
	2,073.78
	2,488.54

	Slaidburn & Easington
	827.76
	965.72
	1,103.69
	1,241.65
	1,517.58
	1,793.50
	2,069.41
	2,483.30

	Thornley with Wheatley
	829.45
	967.70
	1,105.94
	1,244.19
	1,520.68
	1,797.17
	2,073.64
	2,488.38

	Waddington
	836.61
	976.04
	1,115.48
	1,254.92
	1,533.80
	1,812.67
	2,091.53
	2,509.84

	West Bradford
	829.99
	968.32
	1,106.66
	1,244.99
	1,521.66
	1,798.33
	2,074.98
	2,489.98

	Whalley 
	832.47
	971.21
	1,109.96
	1,248.71
	1,526.21
	1,803.70
	2,081.18
	2,497.42

	Wilpshire
	830.25
	968.62
	1,107.00
	1,245.38
	1,522.14
	1,798.89
	2,075.63
	2,490.76

	Wiswell
	827.61
	965.55
	1,103.49
	1,241.43
	1,517.31
	1,793.19
	2,069.04
	2,482.86

	All other parts of the Council's area
	820.96
	957.79
	1,094.62
	1,231.45
	1,505.11
	1,778.77
	2,052.41
	2,462.90


9.
Writes to the Local Government Association expressing its concern that since 1997 Council taxes have increased nationally by almost 70% and this has really hurt people on fixed incomes.

707

COMMUNITY STRATEGY

Consideration was given to the written report of the Director of Development Services asking Members to approve the Community Strategy for Ribble Valley.  

The Strategy had been consulted upon and a draft final version approved by Policy and Finance Committee at its meeting of 21 September 2004.   

The Council was required to publish a Community Strategy to guide the enhancement of the quality of life of people in the area, it also had a leading role to play in the plans and strategies of all organisations operating in the borough, and had been accepted by the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership.  Councillor J B Hill proposed that the Community Strategy be approved and this was seconded by Councillor R Thompson. 

RESOLVED:
That the final version of the Community Strategy for 2004–2007 be approved.

708

LEADER’S REPORT

The Leader of the Council, Councillor J B Hill, presented his summary on the progress of work on the undertakings of the Council.  He reported that the Council's auditors had confirmed that the Council continued to deliver an efficient and effective service, and that in the areas of waste recycling, management of public land and sports and leisure facilities, parks and open spaces and benefits administration, it was in the upper quartile for customer satisfaction.  He also confirmed that all Council properties met the decent homes standard and 90% of tenants were satisfied with the overall service provided by the Council.  The Leader reported that planning permission had been granted for the construction of a waste recycling plant at the Salthill depot.  In addition, work on the shared Contact Centre was moving forward in a positive manner and in close consultation with staff.  

He also outlined some of the challenges the Council would face in coming months including the implementation of the new licensing arrangements, job evaluation, the housing stock options and parking enforcement.  

The Leader concluded by highlighting some particular initiatives which had been recently launched eg the redesigned Council website and a Clitheroe Farmers market and by announcing that proposals for a Citizens Charter would be presented to the next meeting of Policy and Finance Committee. 

709

LEADER’S QUESTION TIME

Councillor Frank Dyson, Shadow Leader, responded by asking the Leader three questions.

Firstly, he voiced concerns regarding the process for setting the Non-Domestic Rates and suggested that in principle, local councils should have more control over the process.  The Leader agreed with this principle provided that the Government provide financial resource for the process.  

Secondly, Councillor Dyson asked that the Leader review the options for what sort of housing development would go forward at the former Kirkmoor Depot site, Clitheroe, especially in line with the ongoing concerns about the provision of low cost housing in the Ribble Valley.   The Leader confirmed that there was still time to discuss housing type options with the developers and that such options would be considered carefully. 

Finally, the Shadow Leader, raised a concern regarding a letter which had been issued to Roefield Leisure Centre regarding funding and the adoption of the Leisure Card Scheme.  The Leader confirmed that the letter clearly set out the Council's position in relation to funding for Roefield and the Leisure Card Scheme.

710

COMMITTEE MINUTES

(i)
Planning and Development Committee – 16 December 2004

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(ii)
Community Committee – 11 January 2005

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(iii)
Planning and Development Committee – 13 January 2005

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(iv)
Special Community Committee – 17 January 2005

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(v)
Personnel Committee – 19 January 2005 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(vi)
Housing Committee – 20 January 2005 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(vii)
Policy and Finance Committee –25 January 2005 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(viii)
Parish Council Liaison Committee –27 January 2005 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(ix)
Special Policy and Finance Committee – 1 February 2005

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(x)
Licensing Committee – 3 February 2005

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(xi)
Planning and Development Committee – 8 February 2005 
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(xii)
Overview and Scrutiny (Resources) Committee – 10 February 2005

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(xiii)
Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee – 15 February 2005

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

711

NOTICE OF MOTION

Consideration was given to a Notice of Motion proposed by Councillor C Holtom which read as follows:

“That this Council give notice to the North West Regional Assembly by 31 March 2005 that it intends to withdraw from the Assembly and cease paying its subscription on 31 March 2006”.

The Motion was seconded by Councillor J B Hill and debated by the Council.

RESOLVED:
That the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor C Holtom be accepted:

“That this Council give notice to the North West Regional Assembly by 31 March 2005 that it intends to withdraw from the Assembly and cease paying its subscription on 31 March 2006”.

712

NOTICE OF MOTION

Consideration was given to a Notice of Motion proposed by Councillor R Sherras which read as follows:

“The amount of Council Tax which will be paid by Ribble Valley residents recommended by Policy and Finance Committee in the Budget is for an increase in 2005/2006 of around 4.6%.  To arrive at this figure has required much heart searching by both elected Members and Council Officers involving the withdrawal or curtailment of some services, increases in some fees for services and the removal of some capital projects from the five year plan.  

It is vital that the Council Tax payers of Ribble Valley have a clear understanding of where the main faults of the situation lies, particularly in the light of all the misinformation emanating from the Government with their repeated statements that they have provided massive funding for local government and Council Tax rises are nothing to do with them. 

In the Ribble Valley budget there was a figure for an increase in the Council's contribution to the employees pensions funds of £120,000 for next year.  With a tax base of 21,833 properties, that equates to a Band D figure of £5.49.  The recommended 4.6% increase over last year equates to £5.35 – so the whole of the increase in Council Tax for 2005/06 can be said to be due to the rise in employer pension contributions leaving no room for normal inflation, etc without some cuts in services, increases in fees etc.  The pain will worsen over the following years – in 2006/07 the increase in pension contributions over 2004/05 will total £190,000 and in 2007/08 £260,000. 

The Chancellor in his very first budget taxed pension funds by an eye watering £5bn per year by removing dividend tax credit – a cumulative removal from pension funds since 1997 of £50bn.  This rises to £100bn plus when the effect of the woeful performance of equities, which comprise 68% of the Ribble Valley scheme on investment values is taken into account.  It is not difficult therefore to see where the fault lies – the Government like to take credit for the good bits in the economy but blame others for the bad bits.  In 1997, the UK had well funded pensions, for example, in Ribble Valley’s case 10 years ago the actuaries asked for less than 2% as an employer contribution, in 1004/05 it had risen to 9.7% and now to the dizzy heights of 15.9%.

This situation must not go unnoticed and unremarked, accordingly I move that:  this Council write to the Government deploring in the strongest terms the effects of their policies and stealth taxes on this Country’s previously well funded pension funds and its consequent effects on the levels of Council Tax paid by the residents of Ribble Valley”.

The Motion was seconded by Councillor M Ranson and debated by the Council.  The Motion was put to the vote and carried.

RESOLVED:
That the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor R Sherras be accepted: 

“The amount of Council Tax which will be paid by Ribble Valley residents recommended by Policy and Finance Committee in the Budget is for an increase for 2005/2006 of around 4.6%.  To arrive at this figure has required much heart searching by both elected Members and Council Officers involving the withdrawal or curtailment of some services, increases in some fees for services and the removal of some capital projects from the five year plan.  

It is vital that the Council Tax payers of Ribble Valley have a clear understanding of where the main faults of the situation lies, particularly in the light of all the misinformation emanating from the Government with their repeated statements that they have provided massive funding for local government and Council Tax rises are nothing to do with them. 

In the Ribble Valley budget there was a figure for an increase in the Council's contribution to the employees pensions funds of £120,000 for next year.  With a tax base of 21,833 properties, that equates to a Band D figure of £5.49.  The recommended 4.6% increase over last year equates to £5.35 – so the whole of the increase in Council Tax for 2005/06 can be said to be due to the rise in employer pension contributions leaving no room for normal inflation, etc without some cuts in services, increases in fees etc.  The pain will worsen over the following years – in 2006/07 the increase in pension contributions over 2004/05 will total £190,000 and in 2007/08 £260,000. 

The Chancellor in his very first budget taxed pension funds by an eye watering £5bn per year by removing dividend tax credit – a cumulative removal from pension funds since 1997 of £50bn.  This rises to £100bn plus when the effect of the woeful performance of equities, which comprise 68% of the Ribble Valley scheme on investment values is taken into account.  It is not difficult therefore to see where the fault lies – the Government like to take credit for the good bits in the economy but blame others for the bad bits.  In 1997, the UK had well funded pensions, for example, in Ribble Valley’s case 10 years ago the actuaries asked for less than 2% as an employer contribution, in 1004/05 it had risen to 9.7% and now to the dizzy heights of 15.9%.

This situation must not go unnoticed and unremarked, accordingly I move that:  this Council write to the Government deploring in the strongest terms the effects of their policies and stealth taxes on this Country’s previously well funded pension funds and its consequent effects on the levels of Council Tax paid by the residents of Ribble Valley”.

The meeting closed at 9.20pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact David Morris (414400).
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