	



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 27 September 2007, starting at 7.15pm

Present:

Councillor M Birch (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Representatives:

P Young


Balderstone

I Smith



Bashall Eaves & Great Mitton

B Dowles


Bolton-by-Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley

R Schofield


Bolton-by-Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley



R Carr



Bowland Forest (Higher)



H Douglas


Chatburn



B Redhead


Clayton-le-Dale



S Hopwood


Dutton



J Cowling


Grindleton



P E Ryde


Gisburn



P A Hutchinson

Hothersall



F Priest


Longridge



D Hicks


Longridge



A Dales


Mellor



N C Walsh


Mellor



W Whitwell


Pendleton



C Law



Read



A Mashiter


Read



S Sturrock


Read & Chatburn



A Ormond


Ribchester



R A Whittaker


Rimington & Middop



A Haworth


Sabden



J Lawson


Slaidburn & Easington



K Jackson


Waddington



C Cherry


West Bradford



J Robinson


Wilpshire

In attendance: Chief Executive, Director of Development Services, Policy Development Officer and District Partnership Officer from Lancashire County Council.

445
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors T Hill, M Robinson and D Taylor and from the following Parish Representatives:

E Miller


Bowland Forest (Lower)

R Skoczen


Clayton-le-Dale

P Boardman


Ramsgreave

C Warkman


Mellor

K Staines


Waddington

C Ward


Wilpshire

446
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 2 August 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

447
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interests.

448
MATTERS ARISING

i)
Minute 284 – Cold Calling Zone Leaflets

A representative from Longridge reported that Longridge Town Council had still not received this leaflet.  The Policy Development Officer promised to contact Lancashire County Council Trading Standards and get a leaflet sent to the Town Council.

ii)
Minute 287 – Speed Indicator Devices


The Lancashire County Council District Partnership Officer gave an update on how the Lancashire County Council Environment Directorate were progressing with the five Parish Councils who had been awarded funding by Ribble Valley Borough Council towards purchasing one of these devices.  He also commented on concerns regarding Police involvement in the growing number of SPID’s across the Council’s are an the training being given to both Police, Fire and Rescue and Parish Councils on the erection, maintenance and dismantling of the devices.


Finally he informed Members that a comprehensive report had been produced by Peter Andrew from the Lancashire County Council Environment Directorate which would be considered by the Lancashire County Council Sustainable Development Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 3 October 2007.


Representatives from Rimington and Middop and Waddington gave verbal updates on their respective Parish Council positions.

449
DIGITAL SWITCH OVER

The Chairman introduced Jo Waters from Digital UK which was the organisation in charge of the switch over to digital TV.

The north-west region would switch over in late 2009, with other regions following on from there.  She explained the reasons why the switch over was necessary, the cost to the consumer, the improved signals which would result and the also exploded some of the myths attached to the digital switch over.

She pointed out that all households would need to switch over to digital, though there was no need to buy a new TV.  Members asked a number of questions in relation to cost, energy efficiency, quality of signal and the future use of video.

She gave a helpline number and urged anyone with queries about the switch over to contact her on that particular number.

RESOLVED:
That Jo be thanked for her informative presentation.

450
PARISH AND TOWN COUNCIL’S CONFERENCE – 15 SEPTEMBER 2007

The Policy Development Officer referred to Minute 119 of Committee dated 14 June 2007 and Minute 286 of Committee dated 2 August 2007 and reported that he had attended a recent conference which was aimed at progressing the Lancashire County Council Parish Council’s Charter.

He commented that there had been four guest speakers who had spoken about their experience of working directly with Parish Councils:

· Graham Harding – Environment Director, Lancashire County Council.

· Sharon Garforth – Senior Policy Officer, Buckinghamshire County Council.

· Kim Webber – Assistant Chief Executive, West Lancashire District Council.

· County Councillor Sean Sterridge – Lancashire County Council and Whitworth Town Council.

He further commented that responses to the Lancashire County Council’s questionnaire concerning the progress with the Parish Council Charters had been poor and he urged Parish Councils to respond to the County Council.

The Lancashire County Council’s District Partnership Officer stressed that Lancashire County Council would take their time with this project with the aim to produce a final document in 12 months time.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

451
PATHWAYS TO LEARNING

The Chairman reported that this was an update report on a series of consultation exercises currently being run by Community Futures.  The main aim of the consultation was to engage “community champions” in the LAA process.

The Parish Clerk of Bolton-by-Bowland gave his comments on the worth of this exercise.

The final meeting in the current series would be held on the 8 October and Parish Councils were urged to attend.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

452
PRIORITIES FOR THE COUNCIL

Committee received an update report on the outcome of the Leader’s invitation to Parish Councils to consider assisting the Council in delivering a number of its main objectives for 2007/2008.

At the last meeting of this Committee held on 2 August 2007, a brief report had been presented which set out the Leader of the Council’s priorities for the Council for 2007/2008, two of which he specifically sought Parish Council’s assistance with.

A letter inviting each Parish Council to respond to the objectives had been sent to all Parish and Town Councils on the 3 August 2007 asking for replies by Monday, 17 September.  Whilst a number of replies had been received, the trend of the responses was that whilst the objectives were agreed with the Parish Council’s any commitment to assist with practical delivery was patchy and qualified at this stage.

The Leader then thanked those Parish Councils who had responded and stressed that this was not an exercise in passing on the cost of services.  He also reminded Members that they were due to consider a report on concurrent functions at their next meeting in November.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

453
TRAINING FOR PARISH COUNCILLORS

The Clerk to Bolton-by-Bowland reported that he had contacted County Councillor Atkinson, the Parish Council champion, who had indicated he could pay for a training event.  Committee then considered the issue of which subject was most appropriate for such training and amongst the suggestions were the Council’s code of conduct, the planning system and declarations of interest.

The Parish Representative from Sabden reported that they had held a similar training event in June 2006 but had struggled to fill the places.

The Policy Development Officer commented that attempts had been made to run such a course last year but had failed probably because of the timing of the event.

The Chief Executive also offered he help of the Borough Council both in terms of room hire and guest speakers or trainers.

RESOLVED:
That the Policy Development Officer write to all Parish Clerks offering to provide a training event, seeking Parish Council names and potential subject matters for such training.

454
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The Chairman announced that the next meeting of this Committee would be held on Thursday, 22 November 2007, commencing at 7.15pm.

The meeting closed at 8.21pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Stewart Bailey (414491).

(270907)




S Brunskill


M Fielding


G Geldard


R Hargreaves


B Hilton


S Hore


G H Sowter


E M H Ranson


J Waddington
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