	



Minutes of Licensing Committee
Meeting Date:

Thursday, 4 October 2007 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor J Alcock (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Chief Executive, Legal Services Manager and Environmental Health Manager.

Also in attendance: Councillor R E Sherras.

455

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillor S Hore.

456

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 9 August 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

457

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

458

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

459

REFERENCES FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEES 

There were no references from the Overview and Scrutiny Committees.

460

ALLOCATION OF THREE ADDITIONAL HACKNEY PLATES

Further to minute 298 of this Committee held on 9 August 2007 the Legal Services Manager submitted a report requesting Committee to finalise the allocation of the three additional hackney carriage plates which had been approved at their last meeting.  She informed the Members that since the last meeting, a letter had been sent to all applicants who had expressed an interest in obtaining a hackney plate requesting their views in relation to whether a condition requiring side or rear loading for wheelchairs would affect their expression of interest.  Details of the replies received were reported to the Committee.  The Legal Services Manager reminded Members that the allocation of the additional hackney vehicle licences was intended to increase facilities for wheelchair users within the authority’s area.  The suggested vehicle specification brought to Committee at the last meeting required that vehicles should be accessed from the side.  The advantage to this arrangement was that passengers were not placed in the highway whilst they were being loaded into the vehicle.

The Committee were also requested to consider the most appropriate method of allocating the plates.  

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the additional hackney vehicle plates should be subject to a condition in relation to wheelchair accessibility that requires access from the side of the vehicle rather than the rear;

2.
the additional hackney carriage plates be allocated to 

i.
the individual who has already made an application; and

ii.
thereafter to those individuals who had responded to the letter and  who had been on the ‘expression of interest’ list for the longest period of time.

3.
any person given an opportunity to licence a vehicle with one of the three plates to be allocated must do so within 28 days of the offer being given and thereafter the plate be offered to the next person on the list; and

4.
for the avoidance of doubt, the same condition in relation to accessibility be applied to the current vacant plate No 49.

461

THE COUNCIL’S LICENSING POLICY

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report informing Members that the Licensing Act 2003 required the Council as the Licensing Authority, to produce a statement of licensing policy and to review that policy every three years.  The Council now needed to formulate a draft statement of licensing policy which would take effect in January 2008, to form the basis of consultation with interested parties.  The present policy was based on a standardised policy which was provided to all licensing authorities as initial guidance produced before the 2003 Act was implemented.   The current review was an opportunity to tailor the policy to meet the Council's objectives in the light of experience gained since the Act was implemented.  A copy of the draft revised licensing policy statement was submitted to the Committee together with suggested additions or alterations which had been shown on the draft policy statement.

The Environmental Health Manager made a number of recommendations to the Committee which he felt should be incorporated into the draft statement.

Councillor Sherras attended the meeting and was given permission to speak by the Committee.  He referred to a recent event which had taken place in his ward which had caused him some concern because of the shortness of time between the licensing hearing taking place and the event happening.  He informed Members that tickets were being sold well in advance of the licensing hearing and that neither he or the Parish Council had received any notice of the applications.  He asked whether these issues could be rectified in the review of the licensing policy.  The Legal Services Manager explained to the Members the situation relating to the event but the Committee Members felt that further discussions should take place relating to Member involvement in applications received and hearings.  The Chief Executive suggested that this might be an item which should first be discussed at the Council's Management Team

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the list of consultees to be contacted in respect of the review of the licensing policy be approved; and

2.
the draft statement of licensing policy as set out in the report of the Legal Services Manager be approved to form the basis of consultation subject to the suggestions made by the Environmental Health Manager being taken into account.

462

ADDITIONS TO PRIVATE HIRE AND HACKNEY VEHICLE LICENCE CONDITIONS

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report requesting Committee to consider the addition of conditions to private hire and hackney vehicle licences. 

The additional conditions which were requested were as follows:

· Vehicle licence plates to remain on the vehicle at all times and not to be removed unless by an authorised officer

· Licensed vehicles to display a current vehicle excise licence

· A copy of the current certificate of motor insurance to be kept in the vehicle for inspection at all times 

· Drivers and passengers not to smoke in the vehicle at any time

· All vehicles to display in a visible position ‘no smoking’ signs which should be 70mm minimum in diameter

· Advanced booking signs should be displayed on private hire vehicles at all times

· None hands free mobile phones must not be used whilst driving

· All conditions relating to the requirements to supply an ashtray etc to be deleted.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
Committee agree to the imposition of the additional conditions referred to above; and

2.
the Legal Services Manager be authorised to remove vehicle licensing conditions relating to ashtrays etc.

463

GENERAL REPORT 

The Director of Development Services submitted a report to inform and update Committee of relevant issues which had arisen since the last meeting.

RESOLVED: 
That the report be noted. 

464

HEARINGS UNDER THE LICENSING ACT – COPY DECISION NOTICES

The Legal Services Manager referred to minute 148 of this Committee held on 21 June and submitted for Committee’s information a copy of the decision which had been made by the Licensing Sub-Committee in relation to the event which had recently been held at Howgill Field, Howgill Lane, Rimington.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 7.50pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Diane Rice (414418).
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