	



Minutes of Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 18 October 2007 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor B Jones (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:  Director of Development Services 

493
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors P Ainsworth, M Barrett, J Hill and D Taylor

494
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 15 August 2007  were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

495
MATTERS ARISING

The Director of Development Services reported that the formation of the working group for the Lancashire Locals was now a joint group between the Overview and Scrutiny Services and the Resources Committee as it was felt this fell under the remit of both Committees, but principally the Overview and Scrutiny (Resources) Committee.

496
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

497
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

498
REPORT BACK FROM COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

(a)
Street Naming


The Chairman referred to the minutes of Community Committee held on 11 September and reported that the working group that had been set up to consider issues relating to street naming in the Borough had a first meeting arranged for 2 November 2007.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

(b)
Chewing Gum


The Chairman again referred to the minutes of Community Committee dated 11 September 2007 and to the fact that the Street Scene Manager had informed Committee that at the present time his department was consulting with other authorities to ascertain what actions they were taking with regard to chewing gum on the streets and that a further report would be submitted to a future Committee.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

(c)
Tourism


The Chairman again referred to the minutes of Community Committee dated 11 September 2007 and the resolution made there that a further report be submitted to Community Committee relating to the possible employment of a Heritage and Events Co-ordinator when the Castle reopens.  

499
WORK PLAN

(a)
Housing Services Post Transfer


Councillor Sutcliffe submitted a scoping checklist for Committee’s information and also updated Committee informing them that the Chief Executive had had a meeting with his counterparts from Pendle and Rossendale with regard to outsourcing/joint working for strategic issues.  However, it was found that this was probably unlikely as both these Councils had priorities with Elevate.  She reported that personnel matters were in the process of being resolved and that it was anticipated a final report would be presented at the meeting on 4 December.

(b)
Lancashire Locals


Councillor Hind submitted a progress report with regard to the combined meeting that the Resources and Services Scrutiny Committees had had with regard to Lancashire Locals.  It was felt that Ribble Valley Borough Council should participate fully in Lancashire Locals but there needed to be some changes in the way it works.  It was felt that Lancashire County Council should be asked at the start of every final year for the details of funds to be allocated to Lancashire Locals and the amount to be apportioned to each district and borough council so that this could then be considered by the appropriate Ribble Valley Borough Council Committee and a policy developed and priorities identified and formulated for Lancashire Locals.  It was also felt that the agendas, reports and minutes of Lancashire Locals should be made available to the Council at an early stage either on the website or sent direct.   The Group had also felt that the Council should become proactive and prepare representations to Lancashire Locals on issues that affect the Borough with a view to expanding the remit of the Lancashire Locals building a consensus on local issues and unity of approach.  Councillor Hind reported that the Chair of Lancashire Locals as well as the County Council representatives on Lancashire Locals would be willing to speak to this Committee should we wish.  He also reported that a meeting had been arranged with the Management Team to find out what they would like to gain from Lancashire Locals.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

(c)
Section 106 Monitoring and Enforcement 


A site visit had now taken place to Green Bank Quarry Longridge which had highlighted various concerns with regard to this developing as a permanent residence and not just holiday lets.  The Chairman requested that this group complete a scoping checklist and that Councillor Gridley could also ask John Macholc for a list of other Section 106 Agreements that could be monitored.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

(d)
Castle Grounds

Councillor Alan Yearing gave a progress report on this working group and informed Committee that it had looked at various recognisable zones that the group had particular interest in.  These included the rock outcrop, leaf yard, back ditches and eastern flanks, rose garden, entrances, various flowerbeds, signage, furniture, Mitchell Street car park and the bandstand.  He informed Committee that the group intended to have discussions with people involved with these individual aspects and that a final report would be forthcoming in April 2008.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

(e)
Flood Risk Issues



Councillor Sayers reported that a letter of invitation to attend the Overview and Scrutiny Services meeting in February had been sent to the Environment Agency.  He also reported that there had recently been a meeting with the emergency services which included the Environment Agency and that there would be a subsequent report back in due course.  He also reported that the Environment Agency had created a new model/map of flood risk areas which would also become available in due course.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

500
TRAINING 

The Chairman reported that a date for some Overview and Scrutiny training had now been arranged with the North West Employers Organisation.  This was to take place on Wednesday, 5 December to which all Councillors would be invited to attend.

The Chairman reported upon her attendance along with the Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Resources Committee at the Lancashire Scrutiny Partners Forum where matters of scrutiny were considered and shared.  

The Director of Development Services also reported upon the North West Local Governance Community of Interest proposal and the launch conference on 15 November.  He requested Members to let him know if they were interested in attending this event. 

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

501
REFERENCES FROM COMMITTEES

The Chairman reported that Policy and Finance had made a reference with regard to the Lancashire Residual Highways but that this was to be considered by the Resources Committee and not the Services Committee.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.  

502
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


Several Councillors raised concerns with regard to the roll out of the three stream waste collection and the problems that this was highlighting with regard to collections in some of the rural areas.  It was agreed that Community Committee should be allowed to deal with these problems but that the Overview and Scrutiny Committee should keep a watchful eye on this matter.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.


The meeting closed at 8.30pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Olwen Heap 4408. 
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