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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To approve and adopt  ‘Ribble Valley Model Standards’ for residential, seasonal and touring caravan sites within the borough.  To agree to grant officers delegated powers to re-issue and amend site licences.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions – To make peoples lives safer and healthier and to protect and enhance the existing environmental quality of our area.

· Community Objectives – Community cohesion and housing.

· Corporate Priorities - Objectives 1, 2 and 3.

· Other Considerations – None.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1

Under the Caravan Site and Control of Development Act 1960 each Local Authority is responsible for the “granting of site licences” which may be issued after planning permission has been obtained. Once granted there is no requirement for the renewal of the licence. The Local Authority’s measure of control lies in the conditions that may be attached and the powers available to the Local Authority for the enforcement of any conditions.  In determining conditions the Local Authority must have regard to the model standards issued by Secretary of State. These model standards were last revised for residential and seasonal sites in 1989 and in 1983 for touring sites. 

2.2
Some licences currently held by sites were issued in the 1960’s and the conditions attached were the model standards at that time. Therefore since there is no requirement to reissue licences some are very outdated.

2.3
The proposed ‘Ribble Valley model standards’ attached are based on the model standards issued by the Secretary of State with some amendments.   Amendments include:

· 
Increased requirements for fire safety provisions on touring sites; Fire point requirements to be increased from ‘no caravan is more than 90 metres from a fire point to ‘no caravan is more than 30 metres from a fire point’.

· 
Increased requirements for toilet and wash facilities on touring sites. The scale of provision is to be increased to those standards used for seasonal sites:

· 
Men: 1 WC and 1 Urinal per 15 caravan pitches (original standards per 30 caravan pitches).

· 
Women: 2 WC’s per 15 caravan pitches (previously per 30 caravan pitches).

· 
For every 20 caravan pitches one shower or bath (previously per 25 caravan’s).

· 
Introduction of a requirement to provide evidence that seasonal sites are not being used for permanent residential use.  The licence holder must provide a register of each caravan owners main residence and that this register must be supportive with evidence of payment of Council Tax at the address provided. 

2.4
See Appendix A for a copy of the proposed Ribble Valley model standards for touring sites, seasonal sites and residential sites.  See Appendix B for a table of all caravan sites within the borough showing the number of plots and a breakdown of touring, holiday and residential elements for each site.

3
ISSUES

3.1
Recent inspection of all caravan sites and a review of the current licences and conditions held by each site has revealed that 6 of the 12 sites have licences that need to be reissued.(See appendix C for a list of sites were a new licence is required)New licences are required where there has been new planning permission granted and or  changes on the site.

3.2
This is therefore an ideal opportunity to review the model standards ‘conditions’ to be attached to the licences.

3.3
Environmental Health Officers, Matthew Riding and Rachael Stott, have issued licences in the past however after some contentious applications it was agreed granting of licences would require committee approval. The proposal is that the granting of new licences will continue to be at committee’s discretion however where existing licences are being reissued will be delegated to the Director of Community Services. 

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications

· Resources - None

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – Site owners may challenge the amended elements of the conditions as being more onerous than the model standards.
· Political - None

· Reputation – The new standards are raising the Health and Safety requirements on the sites.
5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE

5.1
Agree to adopt the Ribble Valley Model Standards as the standard conditions to be attached to caravan site licences.

5.2
Agree to delegate the reissuing of licences to the Director of Community Services.

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES 

For further information please ask for 

Rachael Stott, extension 4567. 

DECISION
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