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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To inform Members of the process which Ribble Valley CDRP is going through to establish its key objectives and targets for 2008/2011.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions - 


}

· Community Objectives - 
}

· Corporate Priorities -  
}

· Other Considerations - 
}

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
Ribble Valley Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership was formed in 1998 and is a partnership of agencies with the sole aim of helping to reduce crime and disorder within the Ribble Valley.

2.2
Statutory partner agencies are as follows:

· Police.

· Ribble Valley Borough Council.

· Lancashire County Council.

· East Lancashire Primary Care Trust.

· Lancashire Probation Service.

· Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service.

2.3
The CDRP have produced three separate three year strategies to combat crime and disorder.  These have run from 1999 – 2002, 2002 – 2005 and 2005 – 2008.

2.4
As we near the end of our current strategy, our attentions are now focussed on delivering a community safety plan which will cover the next three year period 2008 – 2011.

2.5
Ribble Valley Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership forms a key element of the safer and stronger part of the Lancashire Local Area Agreement.

2.6
As such, our aims and objectives match those of the LAA in order to trigger relevant funding.

3
ISSUES

3.1
This strategic assessment replaces the need for a crime audit, which has happened over the previous three strategies.  It reflects the key issues which affect our area and makes recommendations for various initiatives to be employed to tackle these problems.

3.2
The document was complied with the assistance of all partners and accurately reflects the successes of the CDRP and the areas which will continue to be tackled over the next three years.

3.3
All 12 Lancashire districts have recently submitted their draft strategic assessments to Lancashire County Council.

3.4
They in turn will look at the overarching themes which will then be translated into a countywide strategic assessment with clear linkages to the LAA.

3.5
This process is different from previous negotiations which were carried out directly with GONW.

3.6
The next stage of this process will be the finalising of our strategic assessment on advice from the LCC on how it links in with their priorities.

3.7
From there we will start to prepare the Ribble Valley CDRP Community Safety Plan which must be agreed by all partners and in place for the 1 April 2008.

3.8
In all this, Ribble Valley CDRP will aim to maintain its place as, not only the safest place in Lancashire, but also the safest district in the north-west of England.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications

· Resources - 

· Technical, Environmental and Legal - 
· Political - 

· Reputation - 
5

CONCLUSIONS

5.1
Ribble Valley CDRP has produced this draft strategic assessment which reflects current issues relating to crime and disorder in our area.

5.2
That document must link in with the overarching Lancashire County Council’s strategic assessment and more importantly, with the local area agreement.

5.3
Key to all this is accessing the relevant LAA funding for the continuance of the various projects and initiatives highlighted in our strategic assessment.

5.4
There are concerns that, under the pooled funding arrangements in the LAA, the low levels of crime within the Ribble Valley may affect the amount of grant we are able to draw down.

6.
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE

6.1
 Note the contents of our strategic assessment.

6.2
Await further reports on the final version and on the emerging Ribble Valley CDRP Community Safety Plan.

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

For further information please ask for Bill Alker, extension 4412.

INFORMATION








This strategic assessment links in with the Lancashire LAA, which is the countywide Community Strategy, which is based on the local Community Strategies of individual partners.  Achievement of the LAA will contribute towards meeting local priorities of this Council.
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