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1
PURPOSE 

1.1
To inform Committee of relevant issues which have arisen since the last meeting.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – The following reports generally relate to the Council’s ambitions to make peoples’ lives healthier and safer.

2.
SAFER FOOD, BETTER BUSINESS - TRAINING

2.1
As part of a national initiative to give advice and assistance to food businesses to meet new enhanced legal requirements, the Food Standards Agency have, with representatives of the food industry and further education, developed the Safer Food, Better Business package, which gives detailed advice on cross contamination, cleaning, chilling, cooking and management.

2.2
As part of the national role out of this initiative, we have delivered three half day seminars which were held on the 25 and 26 September in the Council Chamber.  Following an invitation being sent out to selected local food businesses, a total of 68 people attended the courses whose purpose was to fully explain the system and involved additional training on dermatitis in partnership with the Health and Safety Executive.  Feedback was generally very positive, with most attendees indicating that the system was much simpler to adapt and implement than people had thought before the seminar.

3.
CASTLE CEMENT LIAISON COMMITTEE

3.1
A liaison meeting was held on 27 September 2007.  A copy of the minutes are attached as Appendix A to this report.

4.
RESPONSIBILITY FOR STRAY DOG SERVICE – UPDATE

4.1
Further to my previous report on this matter to Committee on 22 May 2007, yesterday, further information was received from the Department of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.

4.2
It has now been decided that Section 68 of the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 will be commenced on the 6 April 2008.  It will remove from legislation any references to the Police seizing stray dogs and the duty to accept any brought to them.  This means that from April 2008 Local Authorities will be solely responsible for discharging stray dog functions.  In short, the minimum requirements of the extended duty, is that where practicable, Local Authorities provide a place (an Acceptance Point) to which dogs can be taken outside normal office hours.  Local Authorities will not be expected to provide a ‘round the clock’ call out service.  An extra £4m a year is to be included in the revenue support grant to fund Local Authority costs.

4.3
The Police will retain duties with regard to dealing with dangerous dogs and dogs found worrying livestock.  It is indicated within the guidance that it is expected that Local Authorities and the Police will maintain a working relationship to ensure such issues are dealt with effectively.

5.
MID YEAR REVIEW OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICE ACTION PLAN

5.1
Please find below an update of progress made with regard to the actions identified and contained within this year’s Environmental Health Service Plan:

Environmental Health

	Action
	Outcome
	Target
	Responsible Officer (s)
	Mid Year Update

	To secure funding for the appointment of an additional Environmental Health Officer (4/5 FTE)
	To appoint suitable officer to specialise in health and safety regulation
	April 2007
	Environmental Health Manager
	Officer appointed and in place as of mid June 2007

	To connect shared contact centre to back office software systems and re-engineer working procedures 
	Integrate CRM with Flare software system
	31 December 2007
	Environmental Health Manager
	Capital funding not approved and scheme cancelled

	To replace ‘Addresspoint’ dataset and integrate with Local Land and Property Gazetteer 
	Replace Addresspoint on Flare with LLPG system
	31 March 2008
	Environmental Health Manager
	LLPG address system integrated and replaced ‘Addresspoint’ May 2007

	Make provision for 24/7 dog warden service when responsibility eventually local authorities
	Make provision for 24/7 dog warden service
	6 April 2008
	Environmental Health Manager/

Senior EHO 

( Pollution )
	Received long awaited  DEFRA guidance Oct 2007 with commencement date – can now proceed

	To review staff health and safety risk assessments and safe working practices 
	Provide updated risk assessments in departmental file
	31 March 2008
	Environmental Health Manager and Senior EHO (Pollution)
	In early stage of development

	To provide staff training in relation to equality issues
	Ensure all staff receive appropriate training and familiarisation with the Council’s Equality and Disability Scheme by attending corporate training session
	31 March 2008
	EHM
	Not commenced

	To carry out equality impact assessment of Environmental Health Services to agreed corporate programme
	Complete EIA of pest control and dog warden services using corporate templates
	31 March 2008
	EHM

Senior EHO's
	Not commenced


Emergency Planning

	Action
	Outcome
	Target
	Responsible Officer (s)
	Mid Year Update

	Produce new District Emergency Plan based on IMMARCH standard
	Produce emergency plan fit for purpose
	30 September 2007
	Emergency Planning Officer/EHM
	Draft completed and being prepared for printing and issue

	Provide training for key personnel as per their duties under district emergency plan
	Key personnel receive suitable training
	31 March 2008
	Emergency Planning Officer/EHM
	To be arranged early 2008 after DEP issued

	Develop ‘Emma’ software to integrate with ‘Grace’ risk management system to provide enhanced business continuity provision
	Integrate Emma software to Grace system
	31 March 2008
	Emergency Planning Officer/EHM
	Making satisfactory progress – first version of software developed and to be trialled

	Make formal arrangements for ‘out of hours’ call out arrangements 
	Adopt Lancashire agreed scheme
	31 March 2008
	EHM/Emergency Planning Officer
	Funding not available - to be carried forward for possible development of East Lancashire scheme

	Coordinate corporate multi-agency policy/protocol for dealing with large ‘outdoor’ events
	Produce policy document for adoption
	31 March 2007
	Emergency Planning Officer/H&S Consultant
	Fully implemented and very successful

	Update corporate business continuity plan in line with current guidance to include preparedness for pandemic flu at service level
	Produce new corporate document for adoption by CMT
	30 June 2007
	EHM/Emergency Planning Officer
	Completed and issued  August 2007


Clitheroe Cemetery

	Action
	Outcome
	Target
	Responsible Officer (s)
	Mid Year Update

	Purchase additional land for Clitheroe cemetery for future expansion
	Purchase of adjacent land to Clitheroe cemetery subject to geological survey
	31 March 2008
	EHM / Cemetery Officer
	Awaiting outcome of family member probate with landowner

	Create shelter in woodland burial glade to provide weather protection for visitors, incorporating memorial benches
	Secure approval of the scheme and inclusion in  capital programme 
	31 March2008
	EHM / Cemetery Officer
	Drawings and scheme prepared – awaiting final estimates from contractors


Clitheroe Market 

	Action
	Outcome
	Target
	Responsible Officer (s)
	Mid Year Update

	To carry out essential repairs to store roofing, provide durable guttering system, redecoration, and replace display surfaces
	Implement repairs to stores to restore high quality appearance 
	31 March 2008 
	Principal Surveyor
	Capital funding not approved. To carry forward to next year.

	To carry out review of Clitheroe market with working group comprising of Members, trader reps and officers 
	Complete review of current market operation and determine recommendations for improvement and possible capital project
	31 December 2007 
	Principal Surveyor & EHM
	On going suspended whilst awaiting outcome of tenants vote re stock transfer


6.
REQUEST FOR LIST OF DOG WASTE BINS

6.1
At the last meeting of this Committee, Members asked for an up to date list of dog waste bins provided within the Borough.  A copy of the current list is attached as Appendix B to this report. 

7.
INVESTIGATION OF ILLEGAL SLAUGHTERING

7.1
On the 30 December last year, Environmental Health were called out over the Christmas period to participate in a multi-agency investigation into a report of unauthorised slaughtering on a local farm in Sawley, in relation to the Muslim Festival of Qurbani.

7.2
Since that time, investigations have been ongoing within the Borough and in neighbouring authorities.  Unfortunately, it has not been possible to obtain sufficient evidence to ensure a successful prosecution on this occasion.

7.3
However, the farmer and other main persons involved have recently been written to and warned as to the illegality of the incident and the seriousness of further breaches and that enhanced surveillance would be undertaken during future festivals.

7.4
As part of the surveillance activities, during the recent festival in October, a total of 20 local farms were visited.  It is intended that further enhanced surveillance will be undertaken on a multi-agency basis during the next festival on the 20 December and a letter is to be sent to all local farms asking them to report any suspicious activities.
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