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1.1. PWA Planning is retained by a range of landowners and developers within Ribble Valley. This 

response to the consultation on the main modifications represents a general response on behalf of 

all our clients and relates to what is considered to be an unsound approach in the selection of the 

sites that form part of the main modifications consultation. In this respect comments have 

previously been made to examination document POST 2.33, along with objections submitted by 

PWA Planning throughout the HED DPD plan writing procedure. This included objections raised at 

Regulation 18, 19 and 22, and within examination documents POST 3.10 and 3.18. 

 

1.2. It is a requirement of the emerging Housing and Economic Development Development Plan 

Document (HED DPD) that it is able to meet in full the housing, employment and other identified 

needs of the Borough during the plan period. This needs to be achieved through its policies and 

particularly its land use allocations, including settlement boundaries. We believe that the approach 

taken by the Council is unsound, as it will not be effective in delivering sufficient development to 

meet the future needs of the borough.  

 

1.3. As set out within PWA’s other submission documents to the examination, and without reiterating 

the well-rehearsed previously submitted comments, what is committed through planning 

permissions is not always delivered in full. In this respect, there continues to be minimal flexibility 

in the plan based on the anticipated housing trajectory within the Housing Position Paper 

(Examination Document POST 2.30).  

 

1.4. The main modifications consultation appears to be a recognition of this, however, the sites being 

promoted were selected on the basis of meeting a 5-year housing supply. Through the progression 

of the examination in public, the Council appeared to change the focus of the need for the 

modifications, shifting from the need for flexibility within a 5-year housing supply, to the flexibility 

of the housing trajectory of the plan period. 

 

1.5. In this respect, it is clear that the sites selected for the main modifications have been selected based 

on criteria to deliver housing within the 5-year period as oppose to sites that may be deliverable in 

the later parts of the plan. This has effectively ruled out sites that may be deliverable, but not in the 

short term. Likewise, the approach to select sites that have previously failed at the previous Call for 

Sites stage is also seemingly unsound. The previous call for sites focussed on a limited number of 

settlements, and not the wider borough area which as became apparent during the recent 

examination of the HED DPD may also require additional housing sites to meet the targets set within 

the Core Strategy. Through choosing to progress the main modifications in this manner the main 

modifications, but also the HED DPD, has not been positively prepared and is considered unsound.  

 

1.6. In order to rectify this situation, a new Call for Sites should be undertaken to address previous 

concerns raised by PWA Planning submitted under the Regulation 19 consultation (that the plan is 

unsound as it has not been objectively assessed against reasonable alternatives, on the basis of the 

original consultation focussed on a limited number of settlements and not the wider borough, and 

that the main modifications are now being submitted under the guise of flexibility for the plan 

period housing numbers, and as such the methodology to select the rejected sites at the original 

Call for Sites Consultation, and Regulation 19, is unsound). 

 




