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27 August 2018

Dear Sirs,

Please find below my comments regarding the proposed development of 40 houses on land off
Hawthorne Place, Clitheroe. Your references MM2 and SITE Devpr3 refer.

Access

Yours faithfully,

and

The entrance to Hawthorne Place (HP} is very sharp, so that it is impossible to exit left onto
Waddington Road (WR) without crossing into the far lane, i.e. you need a gap in the traffic
both ways in order to simply turn left.

For cars turning into Hawthorne Place this means a dangerous situation exists as cars are
unable to turn off Waddington Road if there is a car trying to get out of HP causing tailbacks
and potential gridlock on WR.

With steadily increasing traffic in Clitheroe, this situation is happening more and more.

Width of road, quantity of cars, and number of houses

When the road was buitt in late 19" century, traffic was minimal and car ownership was
rare. At this time Hawthorne Place only serviced 10 houses and a small farm.

Around 1935, the road was extended, a new farmhouse built and 12 plus 7 further houses
were added. Car ownership was still only for the minority.

About 2000, 22 more houses were added, doubling the number again. Car ownership now
has typically 1 car per household.

Now, in 2018, you propose to add 40 more houses. Car ownership is now nearer to 2 cars
per household.
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Parking

THIS IS AN 8-FOLD INCREASE IN PROPERTIES, AND APPROACHING 100-FOLD INCREASE IN
VEHICLES.

THROUGHOUT THIS PROGRESSION OF PROPERTY NUMBERS AND CAR OWNERSHIP, THE
CARRIAGEWAY SIZE HAS NOT CHANGED, BUT THE WIDTH REQUIREMENTS HAVE:-

0 Pre 1500 the required width was for 2 horses and their draw bar at 3’ 6” each, which
makes 1.2m.

1935 had typical car width of 1.4m
2000 typical width was 1.6m
Today typical width is 1.8m with many vehicles being up to 2m {e.g. BMW X5 1.931,
Ford Edge 1.928 without wing mirrors)
Although HP broadens slightly to 6.8m further up, the current width of the road at the WR
end of HP is only 6.5m. Thus, given a 4x4 parked on either side of the road, perfectly parked

(which they seldom are) and mirrors in, there is not encugh room for a fire engine to get
through.

On a typical morning or evening, the street will parked up on both sides leaving only a single
vehicle width available for access in or out of Hawthorne Place. Increasingly, the WR end of

HP {the narrow end tool) is also used daily as free parking by people working in Clitheroe or
taking the train, rather than paying to use Chester Avenue.

Gas Hazard

Please be aware that there was a HIGH PRESSURE GAS MAIN laid under Hawthorne Place
serving what was ICl, now Johnson Matthey. The road surface was allegedly laid to
motorway standards to protect this. WHAT GUARANTEES CAN WE HAVE THAT THIS WILL
REMAIN IN SAFE CONDITION?

At some time prior to the last tranche of building work there was a gas leak. At that time 2
or 3 fire tenders attended with various other support vehicles, and could not get satisfactory
access, Whilst the incident, in hindsight, was only minor, any future problems faced witl
surely be worse now with increased likelihood due to more properties and worsening access
(see above notes re Access).

Note also that Fire Tenders are larger these days too. A fire engine is now 2.55m wide
excluding wing mirrors.

Drainage

Please be aware that there is a surface water drainage stream that sources in the field
adjacent to the proposed development, which then crosses this field of the proposed
development. It is not apparent because it has been culverted. The original scheme was
simply flagstones either side of the stream then another flagstone across the top. When the
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Hawthorne Farm davelopmeny ¢ took plxtiyas a condition that there Was a system of large
Pipes put in pjace to contain a ry flood Mgons and that system, | belleve, was linked to
that original Culvert,

® InJan 1997 ang4 again in Dac 1 993 this stemoverwhelmed its culvert ang Caused flooding
in the field and behing hauses as fa dowtysnumber 14 {photos available].

®  Where the culvert 802s behind the exisfiy houses it uses a 2ft concrate Pipe situated
between Hawthorna place and Park Avem, but only as far as behing 14 Hawthorne Piace.
At this point It REDUCES a5 5 JoIned to aaider clay pipe which is ONLY 18" DIAMETER,

® This watercoyrse then goes below Waddigton Road (another flood problem oint), out to

the St Vincent housing complex Before tising West and Crassing the Manor pjace Housing
ngelggr_ljgn; (where it has givey some pihjems t00.), then going under the cemetery,
finally via a waterfail to the stream alcnﬁie Waddington Road and joining the river Just

Beyond Hawthorne Place .
|

® The western side of Ciitheroe is divided from the rest of the town by the raitway.
Waddington Roag Bridge is the only viable way through, and M%
every winter, effectively CUtting us off from the town.

® The other 2 minor bridges are both single car width and of no use at such a time. The bridge

near Dawsons (Chester Avenue} is one-way, and the other bridge (Milton Ave) cannot cope
as itls in the middie of 100m of a singfe track non-maintained road, Even with the best of
intentions it is impossible to give priority to either direction to achieve any ‘flow’ of traffic,

and especially so due to parked cars.

Infrastructyre

® TheRibble valleys core Plan gave a figure for the number of houses to be buiit to meet
housing requirements. This figure has already been exceeded, sq why are you Jooking to add

Yet more housing developmants?
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Traffic

* The traffic problems at Waddington Road Bridge and junction are now aggravated by the
additional pressure of the development at Manor Place, and there is already another larger
development in the pipeline near the cemetery which can only use Waddington Road.

Environmental

¢ Consider the global implications — any land built on will never be returned to agricultural
use, and yet we depend on such land to provide our food supply!

* [fthere is genuinely a need for more housing in Ciitheroe, for Clitheroe pecple, then surely
there are some brownfield sites that can be utilised instead.

end
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