Shared Prosperity and Jubilee Fund Grant Criteria

Ribble Valley Borough Council have allocated £1,650,810 of capital funding to be invested in
capital projects in the Borough during the 2025/ 26 financial year.

Objectives of the Scheme
This grant scheme intends to deliver legacy projects across the Borough to strengthen the
Borough’s economy and communities by funding capital projects.

Amount of grant

Grants of up to £100,000 are available to eligible organisations. Schemes that have secured
match funding will be scored favourably.

All Expression of Interest forms will need to be received by the Council by 30" MAY 2025

All FULL grant applications will need to be received by 315T AUGUST 2025

All successful project applicants must have completed their project and spent all of the grant
by 315 March 2026 at the latest.

Project Monitoring

Applicants will be required to submit to requested site visits from Ribble Valley Borough
Council officers during and upon completion of the agreed project, and to provide updates on
progress towards the achievement of fund/ project priorities, outputs and outcomes at
timescales agreed in advance of project commencement.

Who can apply
The following organisations/ groups with legal status can apply:
eParish/ Town/ District councils
eregistered charity/community association
echaritable incorporated organisation (CIO)
ecommunity benefit society (Bencom)
sconstituted community groups

The project must be located within the Ribble Valley.

Priority will be given to projects that did not benefit from UK Shared Prosperity Funding or
Rural England Prosperity Funding.

Example projects

eCommunity energy schemes such as scaled up biomass, heat pumps or solar.

eCapital grants for sustainable kitchens in community hubs which can support food and
drink entrepreneurs to get accreditation for food production

eCapital grants to establish or enhance community gardens and green spaces

eCapital grants to develop, restore or refurbish local natural, cultural and heritage assets
and sites

eImproving visitor experience and accessibility such as providing all terrain wheelchairs

eCapital grants to enable the provision of venues to host creative events

eCreation/improvement of footpaths and cycle paths

eCapital grants to set up community led cafes or workshops including tools and
equipment

oCapital grants to purchase equipment for local volunteering groups



eInstalling EV charging points for the local community

eInstallation of superfast broadband infrastructure to communities

eRetrofitting community buildings to reduce energy consumption and emissions e.g.,
installing insulation, double glazing etc.

eDrainage of playing fields/playing equipment (park)

What could the local benefits of investment be?

*EV Charging Points

s Visitors or locals using charging points

eCommunity energy projects

eImproved cycleways or paths

eIncreased use of cycleways or paths from improved paths and cycleways
el ocal events or activities supported

*Green or blue infrastructure created or improved

«Number of facilities supported or created

eIncreased users of facilities or amenities

eImproved engagement numbers

*Volunteering numbers as a result of the support

*Reducing carbon footprint and greater access to charging points
eImproved Community safety

eImproving the Health of local residents

General

1)Applicants must demonstrate that they support or develop community action in a way
that is sustainable and contributes to local community life.

2)Applications will only be accepted from properly constituted organisations. A valid
constitution or memorandum and articles or association must accompany all
applications.

3)Applicants should demonstrate that they abide by the rules of their constitution, they
are democratic and make efforts to involve users in a significant way in the decision
making process of their organisation. The organisation must be able to demonstrate
that membership of their organisation is open to all members of the community and
that the organisation does not discriminate unfairly against anyone on the grounds of
race, gender, creed, ethnic origin, sexual orientation, age or disability.

4)Applicants should demonstrate that their organisation is financially sound and well
managed and that any project or proposed project is properly planned and organised.
Applicants must demonstrate value for money and evidence of their own fund raising
activity and ability to attract funds from other sources. Applicants should
demonstrate that they have planned for the longer-term financial sustainability of their
organisation as a whole and for any specific activity or project that they are applying
for, i.e. they should have a business plan.

5)Applications will only be considered if they include a statement showing how much an
organisation has in all its bank accounts. If the organisation has significant balances
and/or generates significant surpluses then a full justification for the amount of grant
being sought will be required.

6)Applicants seeking grants will be required to submit the organisation’s most recent set
of accounts that have either been approved by an independent examiner, or auditor
(based on your annual income levels).

7)The grant scheme will not normally fund the following:

eProjects on which work has already started or in aid of expenditure already committed
or paid.

eCommercial organisations/businesses (including CICs).



esAny activity that is designed to promote political party politics or influence government
policies.

eApplications from the County Council or other government agencies.

8)Applications should not contravene the policies and principles of this Council.
Organisations receiving grant support will have to provide details as to how they will
publicise the Council’s support.

9)Applicants who have received funding from the Council should provide, if required, a
year-end report to the Council showing how the grant has been used.

10)Applicants who receive funding from the Council agree to notify and repay the
Council any unspent grant balances.

11)Grant funding is subject to UK subsidy control legislation and as such all applicants
will be required to complete and return a subsidy declaration to be considered for the
scheme.

Capital Grants
Note: Capital grants refers to buildings infrastructure or equipment with a life expectancy of
not less than two years and a purchase value of not less than £1,000.
1)The level of grant awarded from the fund for any individual capital project will not
normally exceed £100,000. The Council may review these limits under exceptional
circumstances.
2)Premises, land or equipment in respect of which a grant is given must either be in the
ownership of the applicant or secured by a long-term lease (not less than 10 years).
3)Applicants must demonstrate that all licences and consents have been obtained,
including planning and building control approvals, and that the balance of funding is
in place (or soon will be).
4)Applicants must demonstrate that provision has been made for ongoing running and
maintenance costs once the project has been completed.
5)Applicants will need to provide three written estimates of building and/or purchase
costs.
6)Capital grants will be paid in arrears and net of VAT (where applicants are required to
register for VAT with HMRC), following satisfactory completion of the project and
submission of receipts or invoices.

Express an interest

Ribble Valley Borough Council will be inviting Expressions of Interest for the grant program
from April 2025, for eligible CAPITAL projects. You will need to submit an Expression of
Interest via our online form. If you are successful, you will be invited to complete a full
application. Supporting evidence will be required at full application. Applications will be
reviewed in order of receipt.



Grant Process

1.Applicants will need to arrange for an initial site visit from the Ribble Valley Borough
Council Officer before completing the application form.

2.All applicants must complete a grant application form and provide additional
documentation.

3.All grants are discretionary

4.All applicants will receive a letter informing them of the grant decision.

5.This decision will be final and no further correspondence will be entered into.

The following documents must be submitted in support of the application:

¢3 x itemised quotations based on a common specification will be required for all aspects
of the proposed investment (where appropriate).

o1 x schedule of works on which the three quotations are based (where applicable).

el ayout and evaluation plans (where applicable).

oA copy of the lease for the property (where applicable)

oA letter of support from the Land (where applicable)

oA copy of the relevant planning permission (where applicable) and/or building
regulations approval.

eEvidence of match funding (where applicable)

Payment of grant

oAll grants will be paid retrospectively on evidence of expenditure/payment defrayed by
the applicant (unless otherwise agreed in writing with Ribble Valley Borough Council)

+Only on production of evidence of payment will Ribble Valley Borough Council
reimburse the applicant for the pre-agreed grant amount.

«Only payments for services/products by the applicant made after the date of the offer
letter will be eligible. Grant will not be paid for any activity undertaken prior to the
offer letter date.

eThe project may not start until the grant offer, and any conditions, are accepted in
writing. Otherwise, payment will not be made.



