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Ribble Valley Planning 

Dear Kathryn 

Currently there is insuƯicient Ecology information available to decide the above 
application. In particular, the following information is lacking – 

 

 Updated habitat survey undertaken at an appropriate time of year. The current 
habitat assessments provided were carried out in late October, outside of the 
optimal time of year for undertaking grassland surveys. According to comments 
made in the Ecological Impact Assessment and the Biodiversity Net Gain Report 
provided with the application, further botanical surveys are planned in June.  

 Breeding Bird Surveys; again, these are planned for June 2025 

 Great Crested Newt Surveys; these surveys are planned in 2025 

 

The results of the above planned surveys should be provided once the surveys have 
been completed. 

 

Biodiversity Net Gain 

Notwithstanding the above comments, I would raise some queries regarding the 
Biodiversity Net Gain requirement. Currently the applicant proposes that retained 
grassland and woodland habitats on the site will be enhanced as a contribution towards 
the requirement for the development to achieve at least a 10% gain in biodiversity, but I 
would question whether these enhancements could be achieved in practice, given that 
the habitats will be fragmented and subject to significant public pressure from the 



development. I would ask that the applicant re-visits these proposals to assess whether 
the claimed enhancements could realistically be achieved.  

Even if the enhancements claimed could be delivered, the development will still result 
in a significant loss in local biodiversity. It is stated that Biodiversity Units could be 
sourced oƯ-site, but no details of this oƯ-site provision have been provided. I would 
advise that further information regarding oƯ-site habitat creation and enhancement 
should be required before the application is decided, to provide an acceptable level of 
reassurance that the Biodiversity Gain Condition, which will apply to the application, 
will be able to be met. 

 

Yours 

Derek Richardson 

Derek Richardson  

Principal Ecologist 
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This email was sent at a time & date convenient to the sender; please do not feel 
under any pressure to respond immediately if this is outside your normal working 
hours. 
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