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1.2.

1.3.

14.

15.

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment
Methodology

The Analysis is based on this methodology which has been undertaken with regards to best
practice as outlined within the following publications:

e Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (3rd Edition, 2013) -
Landscape Institute / Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment;

e Notes and Clarifications on Aspects of Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact
Assessment Third Edition (GLVIA3) - Technical Guidance Note LITGN-2024-01
(2024);

e Visual Representation of Development Proposals (2019) - Landscape Institute
Technical Guidance Note 06/19;

* An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment (2014) - Natural England;

e An Approach to Landscape Sensitivity Assessment - To Inform Spatial Planning and
Land Management (2019) - Natural England.

+ Reviewing Landscape Visual Impact Assessments (LVIAs and Landscape and Visual
appraisals (LVAs) Technical Guidance Note 1/20 Landscape Institute.

* Assessing Landscape Value Outside National Designations, Technical Guidance Note
02/21 - Landscape Institute (2021).

GLVIAS states within paragraph 1.1 that “Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) is
a tool used to identify and assess the significance of and the effects of change resulting from
development on both the landscape as an environmental resource in its own right and on
people’s views and visual amenity.”’

GLVIA3 also states within paragraph 117 that when identifying landscape and visual effects
there is a “need for an approach that is in proportion to the scale of the project that is being
assessed and the nature of the likely effects. Judgement needs to be exercised at all stages
in terms of the scale of investigation that is appropriate and proportional.”?

GLVIA3 recognises within paragraph 2.23 that “professional judgement is a very important
part of LVIA. While there is some scope for quantitative measurement of some relatively
objective matters much of the assessment must rely on qualitative judgements”® undertaken
by a landscape consultant or a Chartered Member of the Landscape Institute (CMLI).

GLVIA3 notes in paragraph 1.3 that “LVIA may be carried out either formally, as part of an
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), or informally, as a contribution to the ‘appraisal’ of
development proposals and planning applications”* Although the proposed development is
not subject to an EIA requiring an assessment of the likely significance of effects, this

'Para 11, Page 4, GLVIA, 3 Edition

2 Para 117, Page 9, GLVIA, 3rd Edition
® Para 2.23, Page 21, GLVIA, 3™ Edition
4 Para 1.3, Page 4, GLVIA, 3" Edition
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assessment is also titled as an LVIA rather than an ‘appraisal’ in the interests of common
understanding with other planning consultants.

1.6. The effects on cultural heritage and ecology are not considered within this LVIA.
Study Area
17. The study area for this LVIA covers a 3km radius from the site. However, the main focus of

the assessment was taken as a radius of Tkm from the site as it is considered that even with
clear visibility the proposals would not be perceptible in the landscape beyond this distance.

Effects Assessed

1.8. Landscape and visual effects are assessed through professional judgements on the
sensitivity of landscape elements, character and visual receptors combined with the
predicted magnitude of change arising from the proposals. The landscape and visual effects
have been assessed in the following sections:

e Effects on landscape elements;
o Effects on landscape character; and
s Effects on visual amenity.

19. Sensitivity is defined in GLVIA3 as “a term applied to specific receptors, combining
judgments of susceptibility of the receptor to a specific type of change or development
proposed and the value related to that receptor.”® Various factors in relation to the value and
susceptibility of landscape elements, character, visual receptors or representative

viewpoints are considered below and cross referenced to determine the overall sensitivity
as shown in Table 1.

Table 1, Overall sensitivity of landscape and visual receptors

VALUE
HIGH MEDIUM LOW
-
= HIGH High High Medium
@
&
3 MEDIUM High Medium Medium
N
>
N
LOW Medium Medium Low
110. Magnitude of change is defined in GLVIA3 as “a term that combines judgements about the

size and scale of the effect, the extent over which it occurs, whether it is reversible or
irreversible and whether it is short or long term in duration.”® Various factors contribute to

§ Glossary, Page 158, GLVIA, 39 Edition
& Glossary, Page 158, GLVIA, 3" Edition
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the magnitude of change on landscape elements, character, visual receptors and
representative viewpoints.

The sensitivity of the landscape and visual receptor and the magnitude of change arising
from the proposals are cross referenced in Table 11 to determine the overall degree of
landscape and visual effects.
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2.2.

23.

24.

P

Effects on Landscape Elements

The effects on landscape elements includes the direct physical change to the fabric of the
land, such as the removal of woodland, hedgerows or grassland to allow for the proposals.

Sensitivity of Landscape Elements

Sensitivity is determined by a combination of the value that is attached to a landscape
element and the susceptibility of the landscape element to changes that would arise as a
result of the proposals — see pages 88-90 of GLVIA3. Both value and susceptibility are
assessed on a scale of high, medium or low.

The criteria for assessing the value of landscape elements and landscape character is shown

in Table 2:

Table 2, Criteria for assessing the value of landscape elements and landscape character

HIGH

Designated landscape including but not limited to World Heritage Sites,
National Parks, National Landscapes (formerly Areas of Qutstanding Natural
Beauty) considered to be an important component of the country’s character
or non-designated landscape of a similar character and quality.

Landscape condition is good and components are generally maintained to a
high standard.

In terms of seclusion, enclosure by land use, traffic and movement, light
pollution and absence of major built infrastructure, the landscape has an
elevated level of tranquility.

Rare or distinctive landscape elements and features are key components that
contribute to the landscape character of the area.

MEDIUM

Undesignated landscape including urban fringe and rural countryside
considered to be a distinctive component of the national or local landscape
character.

Landscape condition is fair and components are generally well maintained.

In terms of seclusion, enclosure by land use, traffic and movement, light
pollution and some major built infrastructure, the landscape has amoderate
level of tranquility.

Rare or distinctive landscape elements and features are notable components
that contribute to the character of the area.

LOW

Undesignated landscape including urban fringe and rural countryside
considered to be of unremarkable character.

Landscape condition may be poor and components poorly maintained or
damaged.

in terms of seclusion, enclosure by land use, trafficand movement,
light pollution and significant major built infrastructure, the landscape
has limited levels of tranquility.

Rare or distinctive elements and features are notnotable components
that contribute to the landscape character of the area.

The criteria for assessing the susceptibility of landscape elements and landscape character

is shown in Table 3:
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Table 3, Criteria for assessing landscape susceptibility

Scale of enclosure - landscapes with a low capacity to accommodate the type
of development being proposed owing to the interactions of topography,
vegetation cover, built form, etc.

Nature of land use - landscapes with no or little existing reference or context
to the type of development being proposed.

HIGH Nature of existing elements ~ landscapes with components that are not easily

replaced or substituted (e.g. ancient woodland, mature trees, historic parkland,
etc).

Nature of existing features — landscapes where detracting features, major
infrastructure orindustry is not present or where present has a limited influence
on landscape character.

Scale of enclosure — landscapes with a medium capacity to accommodate the
type of development being proposed owing to the interactions of topography,

MEDIUM vegetation cover, built form, etc.

Nature of land use — landscapes with some existing reference or context to the
type of development being proposed.

Nature of existing elements — landscapes with components that are easily
replaced or substituted.

Nature of existing features — landscapes where detracting features, major
infrastructure or industry is present and has a noticeable influence on
landscape character.

Scale of enclosure — landscapes with a high capacity to accommodate the
type of development being proposed owing to the interactions of topography,
vegetation cover, built form, etc.

LOW Nature of land use — landscapes with extensive existing reference or context to
the type of development being proposed.

Nature of existing features — landscapes where detracting features or major
infrastructure is present and has a dominating influence on the landscape.

25. Various factors in relation to the value and susceptibility of landscape elements are assessed
and cross referenced to determine the overall sensitivity as shown in Table 1.

2.6. Sensitivity is defined in GLVIA3 as "a term applied to specific receptors, combining
judgments of susceptibility of the receptor to a specific type of change or development
proposed and the value related to that receptor.”” The definitions for high, medium, low
landscape sensitivity are shown in Table 4:

7 Glossary, Page 158, GLVIA, 3" Edition
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Table 4, Criteria for assessing landscape sensitivity

Landscape element or character area defined as being of high value combined
with a high or medium susceptibility to change.

HIGH Landscape element or character area defined as being of medium value
combined with a high susceptibility to change.

Landscape element or character area defined as being of high value combined
with a low susceptibility to change.

MEDIUM Landscape element or character area defined as being of medium value
combined with a medium or low susceptibility to change.

Landscape element or character area defined as being of low value combined
with a high or medium susceptibility to change.

LOW Landscape element or character area defined as being of low value combined
with a fow susceptibility to change.

Magnitude of Change on Landscape Elements

Professional judgement has been used to determine the magnitude of change on individual
landscape elements within the site as shown in Table 5:

Table 5, Criteria for assessing magnitude of change for landscape elements

HIGH Substantial loss/gain of a landscape element.

MEDIUM Partial loss/gain or alteration to part of a landscape element.

LOW Minor loss/gain or alteration to part of a landscape element.

NEGLIGIBLE No loss/gain or very limited alteration to part of a landscape element.
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Effects on Landscape Character

Landscape character is defined as the “distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of
elements in the landscape that makes one landscape different from another, rather than
better or worse."®

The assessment of effects on landscape character considers how the introduction of new
landscape elements physically alters the landform, landcover, landscape pattern and
perceptual attributes of the site or how visibility of the proposals changes the way in which
the landscape character is perceived.

Sensitivity of Landscape Character

Sensitivity is determined by a combination of the value that is attached to a landscape and
the susceptibility of the landscape to changes that would arise as a result of the proposals
— see pages 88-90 of GLVIA3. Both value and susceptibility are assessed on a scale of high,
medium or low.

The criteria for assessing the value of landscape character is shown in Table 2.

The criteria for assessing the susceptibility of landscape character is shown in Table 3.

The overall sensitivity is determined through cross referencing the value and susceptibility
of landscape character as shown in Table 1.

Magnitude of Change on Landscape Character

Professional judgement has been used to determine the magnitude of change on landscape
character as shown in Table 6:

Table 6, Criteria for assessing magnitude of change on landscape character

HIGH Introduction of major new elements into the landscape or some major change
to the scale, landform, landcover or pattern of the landscape.

MEDIUM Introduction of some notable new elements into the landscape or some notable
change to the scale, landform, landcover or pattern of the landscape.

LOwW Introduction of minor new elements into the landscape or some minor change
to the scale, landform, landcover or pattern of the landscape.

NEGLIGIBLE No notable or appreciable introduction of new elements into the landscape or
change to the scale, landform, landcover or pattern of the landscape.

& Glossary, Page 157, GLVIA, 3rd Edition
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4.2.

4.3.

44.

45,

4.6.

P;

Effects on Visual Amenity

Visual amenity is defined within GLVIA3 as the “overall pleasantness of the views people
enjoy of their surroundings, which provides an attractive visual setting or backdrop for the
enjoyment of activities of the people living, working, recreating, visiting or travelling through
an area.” °

The effects on visual amenity considers the changes in views arising from the proposals in
relation to visual receptors including settlements, residential properties, transport routes,
recreational facilities and attractions; and representative viewpoints or specific locations
within the study area as agreed with the Local Planning Authority.

Sensitivity of Visual Receptors

Sensitivity is determined by a combination of the value that is attached to a view and the
susceptibility of the visual receptor to changes in that view that would arise as a result of the
proposals — see pages 113-114 of GLVIA3. Both value and susceptibility are assessed on a
scale of high, medium or low.

The criteria for assessing the value of views are shown in Table 7:

Table 7, Criteria for assessing the value of views

Views with high scenic value within designated landscapes including
HIGH but not limited to World Heritage Sites, National Parks, National
Landscape (formerly Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty), etc. Likely
to include key viewpoints on OS maps or reference within guidebooks,
provision of facilities, presence of interpretation boards, etc.

MEDIUM Views with moderate scenic value within undesignated landscape
including urban fringe and rural countryside.

Low Views with unremarkable scenic value within undesignated landscape
with partly degraded visual quality and detractors.

The criteria for assessing the susceptibility of views are shown in Table 8:

Table 8, Criteria for assessing visual susceptibility

HIGH Includes occupiers of residential properties and people engaged in recreational
activities in the countryside using public rights of way (PROW).

MEDIUM Includes people engaged in outdoor sporting activities and people travelling
through the landscape on minor roads and trains.

LOW Includes people at places of work e.g. industrial and commercial premises and
people travelling through the landscape onmajor roads and motorways.

Sensitivity is defined in GLVIA3 as “a term applied to specific receptors, combining
judgments of susceptibility of the receptor to a specific type of change or development

9 Page 158, Glossary, GLVIA3
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proposed and the value related to that receptor.”'® The definitions for high, medium, low
visual sensitivity are shown in Table ©

Table 9, Criteria for assessing visual sensitivity

Visual receptor defined as being of high value combined with a high or medium
susceptibility to change.

HIGH Visual receptor defined as being of medium value combined with a high
susceptibility to change.

Visual receptor defined as being of high value combined with a low
susceptibility to change.

MEDIUM Visual receptor defined as being of medium value combined with a medium or
low susceptibility to change.

Visual receptor defined as being of low value combined with a high or medium
susceptibility to change.

LOW Visual receptor defined as being of low value combined with a low
susceptibility to change.

Magnitude of Change on Visual Receptors

47. Professional judgement has been used to determine the magnitude of change on visual
receptors as shown in Table 10:

Table 10, Criteria for assessing magnitude of change for visual receptors

HIGH Major change in the view that has a substantial influence on the overall view.

MEDIUM Some change in the view that is clearly visible and forms an important but not
defining element in the view.

LOW Some change in the view that is appreciable with few visual receptors affected.

NEGLIGIBLE No notable change in the view.

© Glossary, Page 158, GLVIA, 3rd Edition
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Significance of Landscape And Visual Effects

The likely significance of effects is dependent on all of the factors considered in the
sensitivity and the magnitude of change upon the relevant landscape and visual receptors.
These factors are assimilated to assess whether or not the proposed development will have
a likely significant or not significant effect. The variables considered in the evaluation of the
sensitivity and the magnitude of change is reviewed holistically to inform the professional
judgement of significance.

Within Table 11 below, the major effects highlighted in grey are considered to be significant in
terms of the EIA Regulations. It should be noted that whilst an individual effect may be
significant, it does not necessarily follow that the proposed development would be
unacceptable in the planning balance. The cross referencing of the sensitivity and magnitude
of change on the landscape and visual receptor determines the significance of effect as
shown in Table 1

Table 11, Significance of landscape and visual effects

Sensitivity
HIGH MEDIUM LOowW

HIGH Major Major Moderate

MEDIUM Major Moderate Minor
H
2 LOW Moderate Minor Minor
2%
&5
g 5 NEGLIGIBLE Negligible Negligible Negligible

10



6. Typical Descriptors of Landscape Effects

6.1 The typical descriptors of the landscape effects are detailed within Table 12:

Table 12, Typical Descriptors of Landscape Effects

Substantially:
- enhance the character (including value) of the landscape;

MAZOR - enhance the restoration of characteristic features and elements
BENEFICIAL . R
lost as a result of changes from inappropriate management or
development;
- enable a sense of place to be enhanced.
Moderately:
- enhance the character (including value) of the landscape;
MODERATE - enable the restoration of characteristic features and elements
BENEFICIAL

partially lost or diminished as a result of changes from
inappropriate management or development;
- enable a sense of place to be restored.

MINOR BENEFICIAL

Slightly:

- complement the character (including value) of the landscape;
- maintain or enhance characteristic features or elements;

- enable some sense of place to be restored.

The proposed changes would (on balance) maintain the character
(including value) of the landscape and would:

| = change a sense of place.

NEGHIGIGEE - beinkeeping with landscape character and blend in with
characteristic features and elements;
- Enable a sense of place to be maintained. B
NO CHANGE The proposed changes would not be visible and there would be no change
to landscape character.
Slightly:
MINOR - not quite fit the character (including value) of the landscape;
ADVERSE - beavariance with characteristic features and elements;
- detract from the sense of place.
Moderately:
MODERATE - conflict with the character (including value) of the landscape;
ADVERSE c .
- have an adverse effect on characteristic features or elements;
- diminish a sense of place.
Substantially:
- be at variance with the character (including value) of the
MAJOR landscape;
ADVERSE

- degrade or diminish the integrity of a range of characteristic
features and elements or cause them to be lost;

n
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7.1

Typical Descriptors of Visual Effects

The typical descriptors of the visual effects are detailed within Table 13:

Table 13, Typical Descriptors of Visual Effects

MAJOR Proposals would result in a major improvement in the view.

BENEFICIAL

MODERATE Proposals would result in a clear improvement in the view.

BENEFICIAL

MINOR BENEFICIAL| Proposals would result in a slight improvement in the view.
The proposed changes would be in keeping with, and would maintain, the
existing view or where (on balance) the proposed changes would maintain
the general appearance of the view (which may include adverse effects

NEGLIGIBLE which are offset by beneficial effects for the same receptor) or due to
distance from the receptor, the proposed change would be barely
perceptible to the naked eye.
The proposed changes would not be visible and there would be no change

NO CHANGE to the view.

MINOR Proposals would result in a slight deterioration in the view.

ADVERSE

MODERATE Proposals would result in a clear deterioration in the view.

ADVERSE

MAJOR . - o .

ADVERSE Proposals would result in a major deterioration in the view.

12
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8. Nature of Effects

8.1 GLVIA3 includes an entry that states “effects can be described as positive or negative (or in
some cases neutral) in their consequences for views and visual amenity.”” GLVIA3 does not,
however, state how negative or positive effects should be assessed, and this therefore
becomes a matter of professional judgement supported by site specific justification within
the LVIA.

" Para 6.29, Page 113, GLVIA 39 Edition
13
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Appendix 2: Site Location Plan with Public Right of Way
References
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Appendix 3: Landscape Masterplan (Refused
Application Scheme)
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Appendix 4: Landscape Masterplan (Revised Appeal
Scheme)
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Appendix 5: Topography Plan
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Appendix 6: Tranquility Plan
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Appendix 7: Landscape Character Plan
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Appendix 8: Environmental Designations Plan
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Appendix 9: LVIA Viewpoint Location Plan
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Appendix 10: Visual Imapct Summary Schedule (LVIA
Viewpoints)
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Appendix 11: Sequential View Analysis
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Appendix 12: Photomontages (Revised Appeal Scheme)
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Appendix 13: Context Viewpoint Location Plan
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Appendix 14: Context Viewpoint Photographs
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Appendix 15: National Landscape Character Area: 35
Lancashire Valleys
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Appendix 16: Lancaster Landscape Character
Assessment
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Landscape Character Areas

1
1a.
1b.

SERFREESET FC ENPREPRRPD

o P

QUSSP AFLIPR

g s ggep”

FEEFER”

Mooriand Plateaux i
South Pennine Moors
High Bowland Plateaux

Moorland Hills

. West Pennine Moors

. Ceniral Bowland Fells

. Longridge Fell

. Waddington Fell

. Pendie Hill

. White Moor/Burn Moor i
. Beacon Fell

Enclosed Uplands

. Rossendale Hills

Moorland Fringe

. Trawden Fringe

. Rossendale Meorland Fringe
. Biackbum Moorland Fringe

. Bowland Gritstone Fringes

. Bowland Limestane Fringes

Longridge Fell Fringes

. South Pendle Fringe
. Leck Fell Fringe . ]

North Pendle Fringe

. West Pennine Fringes

Undulating Lowland Farmland

. Upper Hodder Valley

. Lower Hodder and Loud Valley

. Lower Ribble

. Salmeshury-Withnell Fold

. Lower Ribblesdale (Clitheroe to Gishurn)
. Lower Ribblesdale (Gisbum fo Hellifield)
. South Bowland Fringes

. Goosnargh-Whittingham

West Bowland Fringes
North Bowland Fringes

. Cuerden-Euxton

Industrial Foothills and Valleys

. Calder Valley

. West Pennine Foothills
. Cliviger Gorge

. Adiington-Coppull

Farmed Ridges

. Mellor Ridge
. Upholiand Ridge
. Langthwaite Ridge

Settled Valleys il
Irwell

Reservoir Valleys L

. Rivington
. Turton~Jfumbles
. Haslingden Grane =

Belmaont

. Roddlesworth

10  Wooded Rural Valleys
10a. Wyre Valley
10b. North Bowland Valleys

11 Valley Flecdplains
11a. Lower Ribble Valley
11b. Long Preston Reaches
11c. Aire Valley

11d. Lune Valley

12 LowCoastal Drumlins

12a. Camforih-Galgate-Cockerham
12b. Warton-Borwick

12¢. Heysham-Overton

13 Drumlin Field

13a. Gargrave Drumlin Field
13b. Bentham-Clapham
13¢. Docker-Kellet-t ancaster

14 Rolling Upland Farmland
14a. Staidburn-Giggleswick
14b. Lothersdale and Cringles

15 Coastal Plain

15a. Omskirk-Lathom-Rufford
16b. Longton-Bretherton

15¢. Croston-Mawdesley
15d. The Fylde

16¢. Forlon-Garstang-Catterall
15f. Knott End-Pilling

16 Mosslands

16a. North Fylde Mosses

16b. South Fylde Mosses

16¢. Martin Mere and South West Mosses
16d. Skelmersdale Mosses

16e. Tarleton Mosses

16f. Heysham Moss

18g. Hoole and Farington Mosses

17 Enclosed Coastal Marsh
17a. Clifton and Hutton Marsh
17b. Cockernam Coast

18 Open Coastal Marsh

18a. Ribble Marshes

18b. Hest Bank-Silverdale Marshes
18c. Wyre Marshes

18d. Lune Marshes

18e. Pilling and Cockerham Marshes

19 Coastal Dunes
19a. Fylde Coast Dunes

20  Wooded Limestone Hills and Pavements
20a. Arnside and Silverdale

21 Limestone Fells
21a. Leck Fell
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A Landscape Strategy for Lancashire Landscape Character Assessment

Landscape Character

Generally below 150m, the Undulating
Lowland Farmland lies between the major
valleys and the moorland fringes The
underlying geology is largely masked by heavy
boulder clays and hedgerows predominate
over stone walls. This lowland landscape is
traversed by deeply incised, wooded cloughs
and gorges. There are also many mixed farm
woodlands, copses and hedgerow trees,
creating an impression of a well wooded
landscape from ground level and a patchwork
of wood and pasture from raised viewpoints
on the fells. Some of the most picturesque
stone villages of the county occur within this
well settled landscape type. The towns of
Longridge and Clitheroe also occur within this
type, but are not typical of the settlement
pattern. The area also has many country
houses whose boundary walls and designed
landscapes add to the species diversity and
visual appeal. There is a high density of farms
and scattered cottages outside the clustered
settlements, linked by a network of minor
roads. Typical view - photo 19 below.

Character Areas
5a  Upper Hodder Valley
5b  Lower Hodder and Loud Valley
5¢  Lower Ribble
5d  Samlesbury-Withnell Fold
5e Lower Ribblesdale (Clitheroe to
Gisburn)
5f  Lower Ribblesdale
(Gisburn to
Heliifield)
5S¢ South Bowland
Fringes
5h  Goosnargh-
Whittingham
51 West Bowland
Fringes
5/ North Bowland
Fringes
5k Cuerden-Euxton

49
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A Landscape Strategy for Lancashire Landscape Character Assessment

Physical Influences

The Undulating Lowland Farmland forms a
transitional zone between the low lying plains
of soft glacial deposits and the high fells of
Bowland, formed from Mill stone Grit. To the
west of the Forest of Bowland, running along
the line of the M6, a substantial fault separates
the soft Triassic rock of the lowlands from the
harder Carboniferous rocks of the fells. The
Clitheroe Reef Knolls SSSI, located between
Worston and Downham, comprise an
important geological feature. This is one of
several Reef Knolls which support species-rich
calcareous grasstand.

This landscape type, whether composed of
limestone, grit, shale or sandstone, is of gentle
topography when compared to the fells and
hills. Glacial action has accentuated the
differences by further tempering the relief of
the low-lying areas by the deposition of glacial
drift. Deep drift is conspicuous where hedges
predominate over stone walls, as quarrying is
only possible where the drift is sufficiently thin.

Many of the woodlands which survive on the
steep slopes of the deep cloughs and valley
sides are of ancient origin and represent a rich
natural resource. They include alder and ash
woods on the base-rich soils of the valley
floors grading through to lowland cakwoods
and upland oak woods on the upper valley
sides. Red Scar and Tun Brook Woods,
situated east of Preston between Ribbleton
and Grimsargh are classified as 555I's and are
important for their extensive examples of ash-
wych elm woodland and alder woods. Hedges
and hedgerow trees are also important as
habitats in an otherwise intensively managed
landscape.

Standing bodies of water are important
habitats within the area; especially for birds.
Rough Hey Wood, located south east of
Garstang is designated as a SSSI and contains
one of Britain's largest heronries.

Human Influences

The landscape proved more favourable to
early settlers than the nearby uplands. At
Portfield above Whalley, large earthworks of
Iron Age date defend the neck of a steep-
sided promontory whose flat top had been
utilized since the Neolithic period. The
presence of a large aisled barn of probably

I8th century date points to an earlier, perhaps
medieval, successful farmstead, attesting to the
favourable nature of the site.

By the Roman period it is probable that much
of this landscape type was already settled fairly
densely and the fort established at Ribchester
is known to have had some civilian
government functions. Whilst Roman remains
(besides roads) outside the immediate area of
the forts are poorly represented in the record,
the presence of Roman Kilns at Quernmore
show that they exploited the natural resources
of the area.

Medieval population pressures, which saw the
utilisation of small areas of the mosslands
elsewhere in Lancashire also led to the
continuation of small woodland clearances
along the Ribble and the Lune. This created a
small scale intimate landscape of scattered
farms linked by winding roads with irregular
fields and patches of surviving woodland on
stream and field edges, a landscape which has
remained intact to this day.

The majority of enclosure dates from the
medieval period and has created a landscape
of small fields which are mostly hedged
afthough stone walls are evident where
geology lies close to the surface.

Country houses are a feature of the area and
are often surrounded by parklands and well
managed estates. They are evidence of the
developing industrial enterprise and increasing
wealth between the [6th and |9th centuries.
Architecturally distinctive yeoman and gentry
houses are also characteristic of this type and
date from the |7th century onwards.

During the 17th century lime was used for land
improvement in these lowland fringe areas and
many small farm kilns remain in the landscape,
along with the larger industrial kilns and
quarries of the 19th and 20th century. The
mining of Millstone Grit also proved to be
important in this landscape type. Where
suitable stone was available, querns and
millstones could be quarried and manufactured
to meet the needs of the population. Remains
of 19th century millstone production near
Quernmore can still be seen on the flanks of
Clougha Pike. Lead and Silver were extracted
in Rimington from the |7th century and mined
and manufactured in places such as at
Quernmore to meet the demands of the
rapidly industrialising county.
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CHARACTER AREAS - UNDULATING LOWLAND FARMLAND

Undulating Lowland Farmland occurs on the lower fringes of the uplands, below about 150m AOCD,
across the whole study area.

Local Character Areas Description
5a Upper Hodder This is a unique hidden area of settled farmland enclosed by shale and
Valley limestone uplands and the grit moorland of the Bowland Fells. It is a lush

oasis in the middle of a bleak landscape. The landscape is centred around
the upper River Hodder and its tributaries and is well wooded. The
underlying geology is largely overlain by boulder clays although the
underlying limestone is evident as outcrops known as “Reef Knolls” as well
as in the white stone walls, bridges and limestone built villages, such as
Slaidburn. The Reef Knolls are particularly characteristic of this area as
are stands of beech which are often visible on hill tops.

5b Lower Hodder This area forms part of the Undulating Lowland Farmland to the south of
and Loud Valley the Forest of Bowland and includes the deeply incised wooded course of

the Hodder below Whitewell and its tributary, the River Loud, as far as its
confluence with the Ribble. The underlying bedrock is limestone which is
overlain by good soils, providing lush green pastures and good tree growth.
The course of the Hodder is particularly well wooded and the pattern of
incised minor wooded tributaries is distinctive to this character area. The
area is little affected by modern development and the picturesque
limestone villages of Chipping and Waddington have retained their
vernacular character.

5¢ Lower Ribble The Lower Ribble is an area of lowland gritstone farmland between
Longridge Fell to the north and Mellor Ridge to the south. It has a
distinctive broad valley landform; the north and south valley sides are
separated by a flood plain which contains the meandering course of the
River Ribble. There is a particularly distinctive pattern of wooded cloughs
which descend the valley sides, their streams emptying into the Ribble. A
complex pattern of hedges and woodland form links to these wooded
cloughs, giving an overall impression of a well wooded landscape.
Although a rural valley, the area is well settled; a dense network of
winding country lanes and tracks link the large number of stone farm
buildings. Other features of this area are the country houses and
designed landscapes, for example Stonyhurst College, Huntingdon Hall
and Showley Hall. The Roman settlement of Ribchester is sited at an
historic crossing point of the Ribble, a tranquil village in the centre of the

valley.
5d Samlesbury- An area between the Ribble Valley to the north and the Industrial
Withnell Fold Foothills to the south. It is underlain by millstone grit and sandstone, but

the landscape is influenced by the mantle of glacial till which covers the
surface, producing a gently undulating landscape of large lush green
pastures divided by low cut hedgerows and hedgerow trees. Dramatic
steep sided wooded valleys wind their way through the landscape carrying
the River Darwen and its tributaries. Designed landscapes and parkland
associated with Samlesbury Hall, Woodfold Hall, Pleasington Old Hall and
Hoghton Tower add to the overall woodland cover in this lowland
landscape and Witton Country Park provides a countryside resource on
the edge of Blackburn. It is also influenced by infrastructure (major road
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Lower Ribblesdale
(Clitheroe to
Gisburn)

Lower Ribblesdale
(Clitheroe to
Gisburn)

South Bowland
Fringes

Goosnargh-
Whittingham

Description

and rail routes), industrial works, the airfield at Samlesbury and buift
development on the edges of Preston.

This area forms the southern valley side of the Ribble, between Copster
Green and Gisburn, on the lowland fringes of Pendle Hill. It is o
particularly well settfed area and provides a corridor for cornmunication
routes along the Ribble Yalley, The AS9(T) runs the length of the areq,
linking the settlernents of Copster Green, Whalley, Clitheroe, Chatburn and
Gisburn. The railway links the valley to Blackburn and Yorkshire. This
communication structure has encouraged built development and industry;
the large cement works at Clitheroe is a prominent visual landmark for
miles around. This character area is underlain by limestone and has some
good examples of limestone reef knolls, particularly around Clitheroe;
Clitheroe Castle is focated on top of one of these knolls.

This character area follows the upper reaches of the River Ribble between
Bofton-by-Bowland and Long Preston on limestone geology. It occurs on
the fringes of the Slaidburn Rolling Upland Farmland between |00 and
I50m AOD. ltis a highly rural area which is dominated by lush green
pastures divided by hedgerows with many hedgerow trees. The mixed
plantation woodlands associated with estates of Bolion Hall and Hafton
Place and the ancient woodlands along the Ribble itself contribute to the
wooded character of this landscape character area,

this character area forms the lowland fringes of Waddingtan Fell, to the
south of the forest of Bowland. [t is a well wooded area whese limestone
slopes are pariicularly notable for their potiern of wooded cloughs - the
tributaries which descend the valley side before feeding into the Ribble.
The villages of Waddington, West Bradford, Grindleton and Holdon are
located at the foot of wooded cloughs. Browsholme Hall has an influence
over landscape character; shelter belis and beech hedges are features of
the area around Cow Ark.

The undulating lowland farmland on the north-east fringes of Preston
forms a transitiona!l landscape between the upland landscape of the
Bowiand Fells tc the north-east and the agricuitural Amounderness Plain
to the west It is an historicafly interesting area on the fringe of the Forest
of Bowland AONB, The landform gently descends from | 50m gt the
moorland fringe of Beacon Fell to the 30m contour (approximately) which
defines the edge of the sandstone agricuitural plain of the Fyide.

However, this is not @ dear boundary and the visual transitior; from one to
the other occurs across a broad area between the M6 and main Preston
to Lancaster railway line. As a resulft of this gradual transition it
demonstrates characteristics of both the Fydle and the Bowland fringes. It
Is @ pasteral landscape which is relatively open and intensively farmed
with much hedgerow loss and few trees or woodlands although hedgerows
along the network of lanes are important iandscape features. There are
often clear views over the biain below, The area is under pressure from
built development as a result of its proximity to Preston. Vernacular
buildings are of local store, although @ number of incongruous materials
are seen throughout the area. The area is rich in evidence for Roman
occupation.
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Fringes

Cuerden-Euxton

Description

A transitional landscape between the gritstone scarps of the Bowland
Fells and the coastal plain of Amounderness. A fault line provides a
corridor along which the motorway, road and railway run and provides a
transition to the agricultural plain. However, this transition is softened by
glacial deposits, for example at Galgate where the lowland farmland
merges imperceptibly with the low drumlin fields. However, at
Quernmore, there is a dramatic wooded ridge (7¢) which forms a definite
boundary between the grit lowland fell edges and the adjacent glacial
landscape to the west. The transition from fringe to fell is quite striking,
particularly to the north-west below Claughton Moor where it occurs over
a short distance. The valleys of the Brock, Calder and Wyre are also
relatively dramatic, descending from the fells in deeply incised wooded
valleys. There are exceptional views of the Amounderness Plain from the
hillsides and the scarps of the Bowland fells are never far away.

The north-facing gritstone slopes, known as the Forest of Mewith, is an
area of undulating marginal farmland on the northern edges of the
Bowland Fells It is bordered by a drumliin field to the north which
influences the landform of the lowland fringe; the broadly undulating
landform contrasts with the steep scarps of west Bowland. This is a rural
area which is crossed by a dense network of footpaths and farm tracks; a
number of small stone farm holdings are found at the end of these dead-
end farm tracks.

The rural character of this landscape is largely obscured by built
development which has taken place since the late |970s. Motorways and
motorway junctions dominate the northern sector. The principal landscape
feature is Cuerden Valley Park, based upon the woodland and valley of the
river Lostock. The park is managed for nature conservation and
recreational use and is an important local resource. Pockets of farmland
and vernacular buildings survive as a reminder of earlier land use and
settlement pattern.
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