
i	  CRITERIA FOR DESCRIBING LANDSCAPE SUSCEPTIBILITY

Landscape Sensitivity is a combination of judgements of susceptibility to the type of change proposed and the value attached to 
the landscape.

Susceptibility to change the ability of the landscape receptor (whether it be the overall character or quality/condition of a particular 
landscape type or area, or an individual element and/or feature, or a particular aesthetic and perceptual aspect) to accommodate 
the proposed development without undue consequences for the maintenance of the baseline situation and/or the achievement of 
landscape planning policies and strategies.

Baseline studies for assessing landscape effects require a mix of desk study and field work to identify and record the character of the 
landscape and the elements, features and aesthetic and perceptual factors which contribute to it. 

Following this each aspect of the assessment should be judged for its susceptibility to change from the proposed development 
and the value attached to this aspect of the landscape. Value can apply to areas of landscape as a whole, or to individual elements 
and feature.

Table 1 illustrates the aspects of landscape character used to inform the susceptibility of a landscape, or elements of the landscape 
to change.

LANDSCAPE BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY

	  Table 1 CRITERIA FOR DESCRIBING LANDSCAPE SUSCEPTIBILITY





ii	  Table 2 CRITERIA FOR DESCRIBING LANDSCAPE QUALITY



iii	 Table 3 CRITERIA FOR DESCRIBING LANDSCAPE VALUE

Value can apply to areas of landscape as a whole, or to individual elements, features and aesthetic or perceptual dimensions which 
contribute to the character of the landscape.

The range of factors that can help in the identification of valued landscapes may include:

- 	 Landscape Quality (see table 2) - a measure of the physical state of the landscape;
-	 Scenic Quality - landscapes that appeal primarily to the senses
-	 Rarity - the presence of rare elements or features in the landscape;
-	 Representativeness - whether the landscape contains particular characters and or features or elements which are 		
	 considered particularly important examples;
-	 Conservation Interests - the presence of features of wildlife, earth science, archaeological, historical and cultural interest;
-	 Recreation Value - evidence that the landscape is valued for recreational activity;
-	 Perceptual Aspects - e.g. wilderness and/or tranquility;
-	 Associations - Some landscape are associated with particular people, such as artists or writers, or events in history.



iv	 Table 4 LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY



v	  Table 5 MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE (LANDSCAPE) 

LANDSCAPE EFFECTS

vi	  Table 6 SUMMARY TABLE TO DETERMINE LANDSCAPE EFFECTS

The summary of effects on landscape can be expressed as an adverse or beneficial effect depending on the assessor’s view 
regarding the nature and quality of the existing resource and how this has been changed.  In some circumstances the change may 
be described as a neutral change if the expectation of the viewer or the fundamental nature and characteristics of a landscape 
appear unaffected.
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vii	  Table 7 SUMMARY TABLE TO DETERMINE NATURE OF LANDSCAPE EFFECTS



viii	  CRITERIA FOR DESCRIBING VISUAL SUSCEPTIBILITY

The susceptibility of different visual receptors to changes in views and visual amenity is mainly a function of:
- 	 the occupation or activity of people experiencing the view at particular locations; and
-	 the extent to which their attention or interest may therefore be focused on the views and the visual amenity they experience at 		
	 particular locations.

Table 8

ix	  Table 9 CRITERIA FOR DESCRIBING VISUAL QUALITY AND VALUE

VISUAL BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY



x	 Table 10 MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE (VISUAL)

xi	 Table 11 SENSITIVITY (VISUAL)



The summary of effects can be expressed as an adverse or beneficial effect depending on the assessor’s view regarding the nature 
and quality of the existing resource and how this has been changed.  In some circumstances the change may be described as a 
neutral change if the expectation of the viewer or the fundamental nature and characteristics of a view appear unaffected.

xiii	  Table 13 SUMMARY TABLE TO DETERMINE NATURE OF VISUAL EFFECTS

xii	  Table 12 SUMMARY TABLE TO DETERMINE VISUAL EFFECTS



xiv	 Table 14 IMPORTANCE LEVEL OF EFFECTS (LOCAL, REGIONAL, NATIONAL)



PHOTOGRAPHY METHODOLOGY

Our LVIA uses a range of photographic processes and techniques in reference to Technical Guidance Note 06/19 Visual Representation 
of Development Proposals (2019) by the Landscape Institute (LI). Contextual panoramic photographs have also been used that 
follow a less rigorous format.

The Technical Guidance Note (2019) by the LI recommends Visualisation Types 1-4
• Type 1 Annotated Viewpoint Photograph
• Type 2 3D Wireline / Model
• Type 3 Photomontage / Photowire
• Type 4 Photomontage / Photowire (survey / scale verifiable)

TPM Landscape have considered Type 1 visualisations as being appropriate for this LVIA based on the purpose and users.

Type 1 - Annotated Viewpoint Photograph
Type 1 visualisations are simple, annotated photographic illustrations that focus on the baseline information with annotation of 
the location of the site.

Photography has been carried out using a Full Frame Sensor camera with 50mm lens. Photography has been stitched where 
necessary by using Image Composite Editor software. The visualisations have been appropriately sized, scaled and templated using 
Adobe Photoshop and Indesign software.

Single images that capture the site at 39.6° HFoV wide and 27° VFoV in planar projection are presented at A3. Two baseline 
panorama at 60° HFoV and 27° VFoV are generated in cylindrical projection and are presented on A3 sheets to help show the 
location of the full-size single image frame in its context and, as such, are noted as being ‘for context only’. 

Additional context photographs have also been included to illustrate specific visual receptors or provide a wide contextual panoramic 
view which follows a less rigourous format.

Viewpoint locations have been recorded using a Garmin GPS 60 unit and locations are illustrated on insets with OS mapping and 
aerial photography.

The following information has provided for each Type 1 visualisation
• Viewpoint Description
• Visualisation Type
• Projection
• Enlargement factor for intended sheet size
• Date and Time of Captured Photography
• Make and Model of Camera, sensor format
• Focal length of Camera Lens used
• Horizontal field of View (HFoV)
• Description of view


